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Afghan bombings kill 66 in Pakistan 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Afghan jets bombed a Pakistani border region for 
the second day on Friday killing at least 31 people and wounding about 50 
at two Afghan refugee camps. FaAwani government officials said. An 
Afghan guerrilla party put th r d£S*h toll in the Kurram tribal area of 
north- west Pakistan at 43, but government officials said they had reports 
of 30 dead and 36 wounded at one camp and one dead and 11 wounded’ at 
another. Most of were Afghan refugees but they also included 

Pakistanis engaged in relief work, they said. Friday's attack was the 
second reported by Pakistani officials since United Nations-sponsored 
indirect peace talks wth Afghanistan resumed in Geneva on Wednesday 
(see page 8). The officials said more than 35 people were killed and about 
200 wounded when Afghan jets bombed two villages in the north 
Waziristan tribal area bordering Paktia on Thursday. 



Turkey* denies troops in Iraq 

ANKARA (R) — The Turkish government denied a report on Friday that 
it had sent soldiers into Iraq in pursuit of Kurdish guerrillas who killed 14 
people in a raid on a village. "Turkish troops have not entered Iraq. Our 
forces are staging various operations down there, but there is no question 
of entering Iraq,” Deputy Prime Minister Kaya Erdem told a news 
conference. The independent Hurriyet news agency said earlier troops 
crossed five kilometres into Iraq from three directions early Friday to hunt 
for guerrillas accused of massacring 14 people at Tasdclen village near the 
border last Sunday. The operation was backed by planes, helicopters and 
commando units, Hurriyet said, quoting its reporters in the nearby town 
of Hakkari. It said later it stood by its story. The National Security 
Council, a military-civilian body which advises the. government, held a 
special meeting on Friday to discuss the Kurdish rebel question. 
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Jordan signs 
Airbus agreement 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Finance 
Minister Hanna Odeh and Chair- 
man of the board of directors of 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Ali Ghan- 
dour on Friday signed an agree- 
ment in Paris with a French com- 
pany under which the French firm 
wiU provide RJ with six Airbus 
planes. The first Airbus will be 
delivered on March 16. 


Plan ready for health 
insurance for all 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A new health 
insurance plan applicable to all 
Staff of private institutions, com- 
panies-, banks and chambers of 
commerce and industry has been 
drawn up, a well-placed source 
from the Higher Health Council 
said Friday. The source added 
that each individual's contribu- 
tion to the plan had been tenta- 
tively estimated between JD 30 
and JD 35 per annum and that 
more than one million private- 
sector employees and their fami- 
lies would benefit from the plan. 

Vehicle insurance 
to be unified 


AMMAN ( Petra) — Minister of 
Supply and Industry and Trade 
Rajai Muasher has issued new 
regulations wliich govern vehicle 
insurance companies in the coun- 
try to ensure that these com- 
panies pay due compensation to 
the insured. Under the new reg- 
ulations each company dealing in 
compulsory vehicles insurance 
will be allowed to conduct busi- 
ness only through a unified office 
for vehicle insurance. The unified 
office will be supervised andYttn 
by the Jordan Association of In- 
surance Companies. 


Craxi may resign 


ROME ( AP) — The heads of the 
five parties in the coalition gov- 
ernment met on Friday amid 
mooting indications that Socialist 
Premier Bettino Craxi would 
soon resign. Media ' reports fol- 
lowing the meeting said that it 
was likely Mr. Craxi would go 
before parliament next week to 
tender the resignation of the 
coalition, seriously split recently 
over a pact calling for a mid-term 
rotation ■ of premiers. Whether 
the coalition was planning to 
offer the premiership to a Christ- 
ian Democrat — the core of the 
problem — was still up in the air 
after the meeting. 


Sea mine kills 
2 Bahraini children 


BAHRAIN (AP) — A sea mine 
that apparently drifted from the 
Iran-Iraq war zone to Bahrain's 
western shore on Friday exploded 
and killed two boys, witnesses 
reported. The Interior Ministry in 
a statement confirmed the blast, 
adding that the victims, aged nine 
and 13, were playing at an iso- 
lated beach near village of 
Budaya when the mine exploded. 
Villagers sped to the scene of the 
blast, where tbe boys were “tom 
to pieces,” the same witnesses 
said. The ministry's statement, 
distributed by the Gulf news 
agency, warned children against 
“(Maying with any strange objects 
on the coasts..." 
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Egypt and Israel to push 
for int’l conference in ’87 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egypt and Israel on 
Friday agreed to launch efforts towards 
convening an international conference on the 
Middle East before the end of the year to find 
an end to the Arab -Israeli conflict. 


A joint statement at the end of 
a 48-hour visit by Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres called for 
“the convening in 1987 of an 
international conference leading to 
direct negotiations... to resolve 
the Arab-Israeli conflict in all its 
aspects and the legitimate rights 
of the Palestinian people.” 

Tbe two sides said they were 
working to bring other partners 
into the peace process, but 
agreed there were problems to be 
solved before a conference could 
take place. 

Asked if he was sure a confer- 
ence would take place this year, 
Mr. Peres told reporters: “We 
will tiy but there are still many 
obstacles along the way.” 

He was speaking after a second 
round of talks with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak on the 
proposed conference, which is 
causing a -major political row in 
Israel because of opposition by 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir. 

At an airport press conference 
on Mr. Peres’ departure, the 
Israeli minister and his Egyptian 
counterpart, Ahmad Esmat Abdul 


Meguid. made dear that Palesti- 
nian representation was an out- 
standing stumbling block. 

Mr. Peres, repeating the Israeli 
contention that the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) was 
a “terroristic organisation,” said 
it could not take part in the 
proposed conference. 

“The PLO has excluded itself 
in our judgement,” Mr. Peres 
said in answer to a question. 

‘Td like to respond,” Mr. 
Abdul Meguid said. “Palestinian 
representation in an international 
conference is first of all up to the 
Palestinians, and then it must be 
agreed upon by the parties con- 
cerned. We cannot, in our opin- 
ion, start excluding parties.” 

The joint statement is likely to 
be discussed officially in Israel at 
Sunday's regular cabinet meet- 
ing. Political insiders close to Mr. 
Shamir discounted the likelihood 
of a serious government fight. 

“1 don’t think there has to be 
an immediate showdown because 
there is nothing practical right 
now.” one Israeli official said. 

Mr. Feres sidestepped a ques- 


tion on whether Israel would deal 
with the PLO if it accepted U.N. 
Security Council Resolutions and 
242 and 338. 

Israel rejects any contact with 
the PLO, but has accepted the 
presence in a proposed joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian delegation 
of two- leaders from the Israeli- 
occupied Arab territories who are 
close to PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat. 

Egyptian sources close to the 
talks said Israel had a list of 
names of possible Palestinian 
negotiators and Jordan had 
another. 

“Egypt is not proposing any 
names, we are trying to get the 
two sides to agree on one list,” 
one source said. 

In an apparent effort to 
appease Mr. Shamir and- his 
allies, Mr. Peres stressed several 
times Friday that he and the 
Egyptians agreed a broad-based 
conference was intended to pave 
.the way to direct negotiations 
favoured by Mr. Shamir. “Don’t 
leave that out,” he told one re- 
porter in Cairo. 

Later in Tel Aviv, Mr. Peres 
said: “My programme is to bring 
peace between Israel and its 
neighbours, not to get involved in 
the wars of the Jews.” 

The issuing of a joint state- 
ment. which" Israeli delegation 
officials had said was not plan- 


ned, appeared to indicate Mr. 
Peres and Mr. Mubarak had 
made progress during 2 l A days of 
talks in ironing out their previous 
differences about such a confer- 
ence. 

Those disagreements also co- 
vered whether to allow Soviet 
participation and what role dele- 
gates would play in later direct 
talks. 

In Bonn, a West German 
spokesman said His Majesty King 
Hussein would visit West Ger- 
many next week to discuss an 
international conference on the 
Middle East and Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher would 
go to Cairo for related talks. 

Tbe spokesman said the King, 
now in Austria, was scheduled to 
meet Mr. Genscher and Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl next Thursday. 

Mr. Genscher would be going 
to Cairo for talks on the proposed 
conference “in the immediate fu- 
ture.” 

Tbe foreign ministers of the 
European Community (EC) 
agreed last Monday to support 
calls, first made by King Hussein, 
for an international conference. 

The resolution has been wel- 
comed by the PLO and the Arab 
League. 

Syria has rejected direct Arab- 
Israeli negotiations within the 
framework of an international 
conference. 


Syrian-HizboUah tension eases 
after Khomeini issues fatwa 


BEIRUT (Agencies) trr Relative 
calm returned to the western sec- 
tor of Beirut on Friday after 
tension between pro-Iranian mili- 
tiamen and Syrian peacekeepers 
appeared to have subsided fol- 
lowing a fatwa, an Islamic edict, 
issued by Iran's religious leader 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 
that his followers should avoid 
confrontation' with the Syrians. 

Syrian soldiers deployed 
around empty west Beirut 
embassies and the commander of 
the 7,000-strong Syrian 
peacekeeping force called on 
foreigners to return to the 
Lebanese capital. 

Syria's military intelligence 
chief in Lebanon warned rival 
militiamen they should release 
Lebanese captives they abducted 
just before his troops entered 
Beirut. 

“We have plenty of informa- 
tion about the kidnappers, who 
will be severely punished unless 
all the captives are immediately 
set free,” said Brigadier Ghazi 
Kenaan. 

“This is the last warning, after 
which we will act directly against 
the kidnappers,” Brig. Kenaan 
said in a statement broadcast by 
the city's privately owned radio 
and television stations. 

However, the Syrian comman- 
der said his troops could do little 
to gain the release 26 foreigners 


missing in Lebanon and beliewd 
held mainly by Shi’ite extremists. 

Police said Syrian troops 
erected 23 checkpoints and 
raided seven arms hideouts in 
various parts of city on the sixth 
day of their campaign to end the 
reign of feuding militias. 

Police said ammunition for 
machine guns and mortars was 
seized from the seven raided de- 
pots of Justice Minister Nabib 
Bern's Shi’ite AmaJ militia in 
various neighbourhoods of west 
Beirut's Barbour and Tank 
Jedideb districts. 

In Tehran, a cop Iranian offi- 
cial said Syria had told Iran that 
clashes between Syrian forces and 
fighters of the pro-Iranian Hiz- 
bollab earlier this week were not 
sanctioned by the Syrian govern- 
ment. 

Majlis (parliament) Speaker 
Hojatole&lam Akbar Has he mi 
Rafsanjani told worshippers that 
the fighting resulted from a con- 
spiracy, the national Iranian news 
agency (IRNA) reported. 

Mr. Rafsanjani said the Syrians 
had explained that the dashes 
were the result of a “wanton 
move ... on the spur of the 
moment." 

He said the Syrian explanation 
appeard plausible and called for 
continued friendship between 
Hizbollah and the Syrians. 

* “He reminded ... that the Hiz- 


•bollahs. are the. people “ho kick- 
ed the Americans and the French 
and the British out of Lebanon 
and that they are a people who 
are fighting with the Zionists in 
Lebanon today,” IRNA re- 
ported. 

Hizbollah said on Wednesday 
it would avenge its dead. 

Iran's spiritual leader. Ayatol- 
lah Ruhollah Khomeini, was re- 
ported on Thursday to have 
issued a fatwa. that Hizbollah 
should avoid confrontation with 
the Syrians over the killing of the 
militants. 

The daily As Safir newspaper 
quoted Hizbollah sources as 
saying Ayatollah Khomeini called 
for “rising above the wounds and 
avoiding confrontation.” 

, Hizbollah has said 18 of its 
members were among 26 people 
killed when Syrian troops took 
over the party's west Beirut 
stronghold on Tuesday night. 

The Syrians moved into the 
sector of Beirut on Sunday to 
quell six days of fighting between 
rival militias. 

.On Thursday, Iranian Prime 
Minister Mir H ossein Mousavi 
condemned any attack on Hizbol- 
lah as serving the cause of im- 
perialism, IRNA reported. 

“The premier said that prog- 
ressive forces were expected to 


PLO slams 
U.S., Israel 

GENEVA (R) — ■ Farouk Kad- 
doumi, head of the political de- 
partment of the PLO, accused 
Israel and the United States on 
Friday of blocking Middle East 
peace efforts and appealed for an 
end to the Amal militia's siege of 
Palestine refugee camps in 
Lebanon. 

Mr. Kaddoumi told the 43- 
nation U.N. Human Rights Com- 
mission that Palestinians wanted 
“peace based on justice.” 

Citing proposals for a Middle 
East settlement, including the 
1982 Arab League Fez agreement 
and U.N. General Assembly re- 
solutions calling for an interna- 
tional conference, he said: 

“The United States and Israel 
have rejected ali these interna- 
tional initiatives, thus demon- 
strating that they have no desire 
for peace.” 

But Mr. Kaddoumi welcomed 
this week’s statement by the 12- 
nation European C o m munity 
backing an interpaliofim^qQ^e^: 
ence. . 

Mr. Kaddoumi called for an* 
end to AmalVfour-month siege 
of the Bourj AI -E^rajnehi and 
Sbafila refugee* camps 


Arab panel on ‘camps 
war’ to meet on Sunday 


TUNIS (Agencies) — A commit- 
tee of Arab foreign ministers 
charged with trying to end a 
four-month siege of Palestinian 
refugee camps in Lebanon will 
meet in Tunis on Sunday to dis- 
cuss their mission, an Arab 
League spokesman said Friday. 

The committee, which began 
its task in December, is com- 
posed of Arab League Secretary 
General Chadli Klibi and foreign 
ministers from Algeria, the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates, Tunisia, 
Kuwait, Mauritania and North 
Yemen and Jordan. 

* The meeting was called by Mr. 
Klibi and Algerian Foreign 
Minister Ahmad Taleb Ibrahimi, 
current chairman of the 21-mera- 
ber Arab League Council. 

Arab diplomatic sources said 
the decision to convene tbe com- 
mittee appeared to be a com- 
promise following a lack of re- 
sponse to a Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) call for an 
emergency meeting of all Arab 
-League foreign ministers. 

.-vThe FLO accuses Syria of 
backing Shi’ite Amal militiamen 
against Palestinians in the bitter 
“camps war” siege of the refugee 


camps. 

The committee had talks last 
month with Syrian President 
Hafez A1 Assad in Damascus and 
Lebanese President Amin 
Gemayel in Beirut. It last met in 
Kuwait at the time of the Islamic 
summit in January. 

In Beirut on Friday, a Syrian 
peaceforce supervised the entry 
of relief supplies to a besieged 
Palestinian camp but sniping and 
a Syrian statement of intent to 
oust Palestinian fighters loyal to 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
kept tension high around refugee 
camps in the Lebanese capital 
and South Lebanon. 

Hundreds of hungry refugees 
cheered as the trucks entered the 
battered Shatila camp with 16 
tonnes of flour and milk powder, 
witnesses quoted by Reuter said. 

It was the first major food 
delivery to Shatila since the Amal 
militia siege started four months 
ago. 

Sniper shots could be heard 
and Palestinian sources told Reu- 
ter one person was killed Friday 
in the nearby Bouij A1 Barajnefa 
camp, where three people were 
shot dead on Thursday. 


Gorbachev: 
ABM treaty 
key element 
for peace 

MOSCOW (R) — Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev said Friday- 
that observation of a major arms 
control treaty he accused the Un- 
ited States of seeking to break 
was a key element in achieving 
world peace, the official news 
agency TASS said. 

TASS said Mr. Gorbachev, 
during two hours of talks with 
Italian Foreign Minister Giulfo 
Andreotti, reiterated that the' 
United States had sought a 
broader interpretation of the 
1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile 
(ABM) treaty at arms talks in 
Geneva. 

“The main thing at present is to 
prevent the wrecking of the ABM 
treaty. Otherwise talks will be 
depreciated, the arms race will go 
out of control, instability will 
become critical, misturst * and 
suspicion will grow,” he said. 

“That would be a blow to 
East-West political dialogue, 
which is just beginning to pick up 
pace and would have grave 
psychological consequences for 
the entire world public." 

Washington was aroused con- 
cern among its Western allies by 
raising the idea of a broader 
interpretation of the treaty which 
would allow extensive testing of 
President Reagan's “Star Wars” 
plans for space-based missile de- 
fence. 

“A broader interpretation of 
the treaty is not a routine, tran- 
sient element at talks (between 
East and West in Geneva), it is a 
matter of principle.” Mr. Gor- 
bachev said. 

Nuclear test 

In another development, the 
Soviet Union, which on Thursday 
carried out its first nuclear test 
explosion since 1985, says it is 
ready to resume its nuclear test- 
ing freeze if the United States 
follows suit. 

Major-General Gely Batyenin 
of the Defence Ministry blamed 
the resumption of testing on 
Washington's failure to join the 
Soviet Union in a complete ban 
but said the latest test was not the 
start of a new series. 

In Geneva, Soviet diplomat 
Yuri Nazarkine told a disarma-. 
ment conference that Moscow 
would stop te^ts if the United 
States also did so. 

Mr. Gorbachev had urged the 
United States to join the testing 
freeze but said Moscow would 
end the moratorium it declared in 
August 1985 after Washington’s 
first test this year. 


Prince Hassan: Superpower meddling 
is responsible for Mideast problems 


CAIRO (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, has said that the wars 
and conflicts in the Middle East 
were the result of manoeuvrings 
by big powers and cited the Arab- 
Israeli conflict, the Gulf war and 
the Lebanese civil strife as exam- 
ples. 

In a message read out at a 
symposium held in Cairo on vio- 
lence and politics. Prince Hassan 
said the superpowers had either 
sowed the seeds of conflicts or 
contributed to sparking conflicts. 
However, said the Crown Prince. 
Arabs bore part the responsibility 
for the continuing conflicts in 
their region. 

The Cairo symposium is orga- 
nised by the Arab Thought 
Forum in cooperation with Cairo 
University and the Arab 
Lawyers’ Union. The Crown 
Prince's message was read out on 
Friday by the Jordanian ambassa- 
dor to Egypt, Mr. Hussein 
Hama mi. 

In the message. Prince Hassan 
said the region was witnessing 
violence and conflicts no different 
from other parts of the world but 
the Western media and officials 
had linked violence with the 
Arabs and Muslims “as if this 
phenomenon is restricted to one 
nation and as if violence is here- 
ditary and inseparable from the 
biological composition of Arabs 
and Muslims.” 

Prince Hassan said those who 
linked violence with Arabs and 
Muslims had forgotten that vio- 


lence “has its own objective 
reasons and that the (Western 
world) is also full of all kinds of 
organised and non -organised vio- 
lence which sometimes surpasses 
the extent to which (the Western 
media and officials) try to link it 
with Arabs." 

Elaborating on violence as a 
theme. Prince Hassan noted that 
the phenomenon could be classi- 
fied into three categories: vio- 
lence of words, violence of action 
and violence sponsored by in- 
stitutions or states. 

Violence of words, Prince Has- 
san said, was tantamount to vio- 
lence of action or physical vio- 
lence. However its harm many 
not be tangible, despite the fact 
that it dismisses rationale dia- 
logue and distorts exchange of 
thoughts or ideas, he said. 
“There is also another kind of 
violence triggered by deprivation, 
which, in turn, is either structural 
or caused by circumstances.” 

“What concerns me in this re- 
gard,” Prince Hassan said, “is the 
structural deprivation which is 
caused by failure to satisfy basic 
needs and enjoy the basic rights, 
not because individuals are ineffi- 
cient or incentives are absent but 
because it is imposed by other 
influential and strong powers.” 

“This kind of deprivation is 
self-generated because of the role 
played. by the major powers,” he 
said. 

Prince Hassan said the Palesti- 
nian people ranked high among 
those suffering from structural 


deprivation. However, he added, 
there were also other social cate- 
gories in tbe Arab society suffer- 
ing from this deprivation 

Prince Hassan attributed 
structural deprivation partly to 
the naLure of the world order and 
dominating powers and partly to 
the lack of fair distribution at the 
national level. 

Another example on the 
structural deprivation is the li- 
mited outcome of the Arab de- 
velopment decade which was 
launched during the 11th Arab 
summit in Amman in 1980. he 
said. But. he said, after the lapse 
of six years after the decision was 
taken nothing significant has hap- 
pened. 

“With this situation in mind.” 
Crown Prince said, “we must not 
ignore the actual causes behind 
the victims (of structural depriva- 
tion) resorting to violence.” 

Violence is the expected re- 
sponse for the irregular situation, 
he said. “It represents a cry for an 
end to the structural deprivation. 
If some of the strong people 
heard the repeated cry but did 
not embark on an action to re- 
medy the situation, then those 
strong people themselves should 
be deemed as the problem.” 

On institutional deprivation. 
Prince Hassan said it was 
imposed by the state. However, 
he added, “it should be diffe- 
rentiated from tbe legitimate state 
violence practised by the state in 
the course of applying law and 
order and maintaining security.” 


Reagan ‘angry’ over Tower 
panel findings, plans changes 


WASHL.viON (Ag 
President Ronald Reagan's 
spokesman on Friday described 
him as “rightfully angry” about 
White House mismanagement ex- 
posed in the Tower Commission 
report on the Iran scandal and a 
key senator said Mr. Reagan 
would name a new chief of staff. 

The report, highly critical of 
Mr. Reagan's lax style of gov- 
erning and devastating in its con- 
demnation of his top advisers, 
was released on Thursday after a 
three-month probe of the secret 
sale of arms to Iran and diversion 
of profits to administration-back- 
ed “contra” rebels in Nicaragua 
(See details on page 4). 

“The president is rightfully 
angry about the mismanagement 
described in this report and he 
intends to make changes as soon 
as passible," spokesman Marlin 
Fitzwater told reporters. 

Although Fitzwater’s state- 
ment seemed to imply that Mr. 
Reagan was putting the responsi- 
bility for the scandal on bis staff, 
he said in response to questions 
that tbe president's own manage- 
ment style was being examined as 
pa., of a critical review” now 
under way at the White House. 


Mr. Reagan met Republican 
congressional leaders Friday 
morning and -^..ator Robert 
Dole afte-..ords told reporters 
that White House Chief of Staff 
Donald Regan, who was harshly 
criticised in the presidential com- 
mission report, would be re- 
placed. 

“There will be a new chief of 
staff. We don’t know who it’s 
going to be or when it will be 
announced,” Dole said. 

The Kansas senator said he and 
his colleagues reminded Mr. 
Reagan he has a heavy legislative 
schedule and urged him to name 
a staff chief “who is familiar with 
what's going on (Capitol) Hill.” 

Mr. Regan, who normally 
would have attended such a meet- 
ing. was not present on Friday. 

Fitzwater said tbe president 
had been in touch with several 
leading Democratic legislators in- 
cluding tbe chairmen of the spe- 
cial house and Senate committees 
investigating the Iran affair, Con- 
gressman Lee Hamilton of Indi- 
ana and Senator Daniel Inouye of 
Hawaii. 

"The president simply wanted 
to reiterate his commitment and 
the commitment of the White 


House to cooperate with their 
investigations," Fitzwater said. 

He said the fate of Mr. Regan, 
whose differences with First Lady 
Nancy Reagan have become pub- 
lic knowledge, would not be de- 
cided until next week. 

Fitzwater said the president 
had spoken with former Nevada 
Senator Paul Laxalt and former 
Transportation Secretary Drew 
Lewis, both of whom have been 
tipped as possible candidates to 
replace Mr. Regan as chief of 
staff. 

"Both of them are old friends 
and advisers of the president. 
Both of them have offered to help 
in various ways and I’m certain 
that both of them would be avail- 
able to help in any way the 
president desires.” he said. 

Mr. Laxalt in a statement on 
Friday ruled out accepting any 
White House job, saying it would 
mean abandoning his own poten- 
tial candidacy for the 1988 Re- 
publican presidential nomination. 

Mr. Lewis was reported on 
Friday by the Washington Post as 
having told Mr. Reagan he would 
not leave his position as president 
of Union Pacific to take a job in 
the administration. 


Iraq: Iran is facing big hardship 

Military strategists expect new Iranian assault 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — An 
Iraqi field commander was 
quoted on Friday as saying that 
Iran’s southern offensive, which 
Tehran announced overnight had 
ended, had turned into a “big 
hardship” for Iran. 

The Defence Ministry daily A I 
Qadissiya quoted a major-gener- 
al, commander of a special com- 
mando unit, as saying: "The 
enemy had built great hopes and 
expectations on the latest offen- 
sive by reaching (the southern 
Iraqi city of) Basra.” 

But he said: “The enemy's 
plans, worked on for a long time, 
to bring a decisive victory have 
been foiled and the major offen- 
sive has turned into Iran's big 
hardship.” 

The commander, who was not 
identified, said Iraqi forces were 
in full control of the situation in 
(he Basra area. 

'Iranian troops are completely 
unable to face our forces which 
are always ready to foil any new 
Iranian adventure or aggression,” 
he added. 

Iraqi Defence Minister Gener- 
al Adnan Khairallah has said the 
Iranians lost 80,000 men killed 
and 150,000-200,000 wounded in 
the offensive which started Jan, 
9. 

There was no explanation on 


Friday why Iran made the sur- 
prise announcement of an end to 
its six-week-old offensive against 
Basra, after claiming its forces 
killed or wounded 2,000 Iraqis in 
a “final battle” in marshlands 
east of the city. 

The Iranians claimed in the 
announcement carried by 
Tehran’s official Islamic Republic 
News Agency that they had com- 
pleted fortifying their bridgehead 
inside Iraqi territory only nine 
kilometres east of Basra. 

Iran claimed earlier that its 
forces had beaten batfc two Iraqi 

counterattacks aimed 'ir -dislodg- 
ing fanatical Revolutionary 
Guards from the bridgehead. 

Military strategists said Iran 
appeared to have made the 
announcement in preparation for 
a new offensive. 

A large force of Iranian troops 
remained in place in the south, 
some within sight of Basra, they- 
said. 

Other forces were opposite 
Baghdad, only 155 kilometres 
from the Iranian border, and stil! 
others threatened the northern 
Iraqi oil fields near Kirkuk. 

In another development, the 
Iraqi government on Thursday 
welcomed a call by U.S. Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan for interna* 


tional cooperation to end the 
Iran-Iraq war. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said Mr. Reagan had confirmed 
that Tehran was responsible for 
the continuation of the war, “a 
fact that the whole international 
community must strongly affirm 
to force Iran to stop its aggression 
and make peace.” 

He appealed to the U.N. 
Security Council, particularly its 
permanent members, to “follow 
the example of the Soviet Union 
and the United States, which 
both formally announced identic- 
al positions" for ending the war. 

He reaffirmed that Baghdad 
would cooperate with the Secur- 
ity Council to achieve a compre- 
hensive and durable peace iu the 
Gulf region. 
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Tower commission fails 
to trace all Iran sales funds 
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aas 


Habre: Mubarak’s U.S. visit off Shultz will not resign 

Libya ‘because of Iran deal’ over Iran arms report 


WASHINGTON (R) — From his White House 
basement office, Lieutenant Colonel Oliver North 
managed a fleet of planes, ships, boats, warehouses, 
vehicles, communications equipment and an airstrip 
in Costa Rica to support the rebels seeking to oust 
the leftist Nicaragua government. 


But investigators have yet to 
determine how the former aide to 
President Reagan paid for it all 
and they have been frustrated in 
attempts to follow the trail of 
money hid down by Col. North 
from Iran to Central America. 

The Tower Commission, in the 
most exhaustive report to date on 
the bizarre secret plan to sell 
arms to Iran an use the profits to 
help the U.S-backed contra re- 
bels. said Thursday it was unable 
to track what happened to the 
millions of dollars Col. North 
apparently funnelled to Latin 
America. 

It estimated that Col. North, 
who has refused to testify, had 
access to about $19.8 million in 
proceeds from the sale to Iran of 
U.S. arms. But it said that due to 
manipulation of the funds 
through foreign accounts and 
other means “most of these 
monies remain unaccounted for." 

The panel disclosed that Col. 
North told Attorney General 
Edwin Meese. in the only re- 
corded-conversation on the affair 
last Nov. 23, that the idea of 
diverting funds originated with 


Amiram Nir, advisor to then 
Israeli Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres during a January 1986 con- 
versation on ways Israel could 
help the contras. 

“North recalled the Israeli offi- 
cial suggesting that the 'residuals' 
from the Iran arms sales be trans- 
ferred to the contras." the com- 
mission said in its report. 

Iranian-born arms broker 
Manucher Ghorbanifar told the 
commission that a month later be 
spoke to Col. North and retired 
U.S. Air Force General Richard 
Secord, active in right-wing poli- 
tical causes, about the contras* 
financial problems due to con- 
gressional restrictions on U.S. 
aid. 

He said Coi. North asked him 
if the Iranians would pay $10,000 
apiece for Tow missiles instead of 
$6,500. When told that Tehran 
would, Mr. Ghorbanifar de- 
scribed Col. North as greatly re- 
lieved — “a changed man.” 

Mr. Meese quoted Col. North 
as saying that $3 million to $4 
million was diverted to support 
the contras after a February 1986 
shipment of Tow missiles and that 


more was diverted after a May 
shipment of Hawk missile pans. 

Col. North told Mr. Meese that 
the Israelis handled the money 
and he gave them the numbers of 
three accounts opened in Switzer- 
land by contra leader Adolpho 
Caiero. 

The commission said that most 
of nearly $20 million in "excess 
amounts” was still unaccounted 
for and Adnan Khashoggi, a 
Saudi Arabian businessman, and 
others who put up initial pay- 
ments for the arms, claim they 
are still owed $10 million. 

Col. North apparently felt that 
cheating Iran by overpricing the 
weapons and then using the 
money would win public 

approval. 

Richard Armitage, a Defence 
Department official, quoted Col. 
North as saying in November that 
"it’s going to be jusi fine ... as 
soon as everyone knows that... 
the Ayatollah (Khomeini. Iranian 
leader) is helping us with the 
contras.” 

Col. North told Mr. Meese that 
only he, Adm. Poindexter and 
former National Security Advisor 
Robert McFarlane were aware of 
the diversion. President Reagan 
said he was unaware of it. 

Elliott Abrams, an assistant 
secretary of state, testified that 
Col. North “was pushing for the 
contras to grab a piece of (coas- 
tal) Nicaraguan territory and 
proclaim independence." 


Course of Sahara war ‘unaffected’ by battle 


RABAT (R) — The battle in the 
Western Sahara this week is un- 
likely to be a prelude to a sus- 
tained offensive by Algerian- 
backed Polisario guerrillas 
against Moroccan defences. 
Western diplomats said. 

They said the Polisario thrust 
of Wednesday was more of a 
show of force timed ro coincide 
with the 11th anniversary’ of the 
movement's self-styled republic. 

The Polisario has claimed vic- 
tory in the battle saying hundreds 
of Moroccans were put out of 
action. 

Morocco said the attack was 
repelled and its troops dominated 
the situation along the defence 
lines. It was not given an account 
of casualties. 


The Polisario, using the region 
of Tindouf in south-western 
•Algeria as its main rear base, has 
between 4.000 and 5.000 fighters 
equipped with tanks, armoured 
personnel carriers and Soviet- 
made SAM-6 anti-aircraft mis- 
siles. experts said. 

Polisario guerrillas Thursday 
paraded before newsmen 83 
Moroccans they said were cap- 
tured in the battle, the Algerian 
News Agency APS reported. 

The agency said a group of 
journalists, including its own re- 
porter. watched the dawn attack 
from a distance of 20 kilometres 
away. 

After an artillery barrage, the 
guerrillas overran 30 kilometres 


Pakistan urged to halt 
nuclear arms progress 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
White House has warned Pakis- 
tan again that it should halt prog- 
ress toward building an atomic 
bomb or face another cutoff in 
U.S. aid. 

"Pakistani nuclear restraint is 
essential to our ability provide 
security assistance." Richard 
Kennedy, an ambassador-at- 
large, told the Senate Gov- 
ernmental Affairs Committee. 

Mr. Kennedy coordinates the 
efforts by President Ronald 
Reagan's administration to halt 
the spread of nuclear weapons. 
Pakistan is a key concern of that 
drive. 


A report earlier in the week by 
the Carnegie Endowment for In- 
ternational Peace said Pakistan is 
at “the nuclear- weapons 
threshold" because it has ail the 
parts to build a bomb or is “just 
short” of that goal, lacking 
enough highly enriched uranium. 

Pakistan is a major recipient in 
U.S. aid in the South Asia region 
and serves as the main conduit for 
U.S. arms shipments to the 
Afghan rebels Fighting the Soviet- 
backed government 

Meanwhile the New York 
Times has reported that Libya 
sought to acquire the ability to 
produce nuclear weapons in 1981 
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of Morocco's defences, it said. 

They occupied them while con- 
ducting raids deep into Moroccan- 
controlled territory before with- 
drawing 2 Vi hours later, APS 
added. 

The attack took place near 
Farsia, a small settlement about 
200 kilometres west of the oasis 
town of Tindouf. 

The journalists were shown the 
prisoners in the desert about 40 
kilometres from Farsia.. 

They were also shown equip- 
ment said to have been captured 
from the Moroccans, including a 
French-made 155mm tank- 
mounted gun, which APS said 
Morocco received two years ago, 
and Milan and Bragon missiles. 


Libya 
to launch 
renewed 
attack 

PARIS (R) — Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi has massed 

7.000 troops and 350 tanks in 
northern Chad and is planning a 
renewed attack on Fada, accord- 
ing to Chad President Hissene 
Habre. 

Fada, the north eastern oasis 
retaken by Chadian government 
forces last month, was Col. 
Qadbafi’s “obsession," Mr. 
Habre said in an interview pub- 
lished Friday in the Paris daily Le 
Quotidien. 

“We know that he has in- 
creased his troops at .Ouaddi- 
Doum (a Libyan controlled air- 
base in northern Chad) from 

1.000 to 7,000 men and... he has 
gathered 350 tanks where he had 
only 100 at the time of our victory 
in Fada," Mr. Habre said. 

Radio N’djamena reported 
Thursday that Libyan planes bad 
bombed' Fada on Wednesday. 
Official sources said the town was 
me target of almost daily air raids 
since early this year. 

In addition to a Libyan attack 
on Fada and continued fighting in 
the area of the Tibesti Moun- 
tains, the Chadian leader forecast 
the opening of a third offensive 
by Libya in eastern Chad on the 
bonder with Sudan. 

He said Chad bad observed 
concentrations of Libyan troops 
at the Sudanese border town of 
Tina, across from Iriba, eastern 
Chad. 

In December, Chadian forces 
began a drive to oust, several 
thousand Libyan troops it says 
have occupied northern Chad 
since 1983. Libya denies having 
any troops in Chad. 

France, which supports Mr. 
Habre's government, has an esti- 
mated 2,400 soldiers in the south- 
ern half of its former colony but it 
has avoided sending troops over 
the 16th parallel, which effective- 
ly separates the country. 

Mr. Habre told Le Quotidien 
that be planned to request addi- 
tional technical and budgetary aid 
from Cooperation Minister 
Michel Aurillac when the France 
minister visits Chad in May. 


U.S. supreme court hears 
case on Arab civilrights. 


WASHINGTON (USlAf^ For 
what is believed to be the first 
time in its history, the United 
States Supreme Court on Feb. 25 
entertained oral arguments in a 
case about anti-Arab discrimina- 
tion- 

in the case of St. Francis Col- 
lege versus A1 Khazraji the court 
must decide whether to uphold a 
lower federal court decision that 
Majid A1 Khazraji, an Iraqi-born 
professor, is entitled to protec- 
tion under the Civil Rights Act of 
1866. He took legal action after 
an administrative committee of 
die college refused him tenure 
despite a unanimously favourable 
recommendation by the depart- 


ment : in which he was teaching. 
The case has been appealed by 
the college to the supreme court. 

The 1866 statute was enacted 
primarily to protect the civil 
rights of recently freed slaves 
after the civil war. 

The court also heard argu- 
ments in a related case that the 
Civil Rights Act applies to mem- 
bers of a synagogue which had 
been desecrated; a claim that had 
been denied by a lower circuit 
court. The suburban Maryland 
synagogue had been vandalised 
by a radical group who painted 
anti-Semitic slogans calling for 
the death of its members. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


■ An exhibition entitled "Bcidikian” 
at (be French Cultural Centre (until 
Feb. 28>. 

* An exhibition of ptuiii. arts marking 
the Unrvcrs/ty of Jordan's silver juMec 
at (he university (until March 4). 

FILM 


" "Legal Eagles** presented by the 
Jordanian Cine -dob at 8:00 p.m. ai 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

LECTURE 


■ A lecture on dregs organised by the 
Arab Women Graduate Club at 5:00 
p.m. at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre .. Tel. 66I02W7 

American Centre 644571 

American Centre library 641520 

British Council ‘ (06147/8 

French Cultural Centre 657009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 64420? 

Spanish Cultural Centre b24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 039777 

Hava Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth Citv 667181/6 

Y.W.C.A 64179? 

Y.W.M.A 664141 

Amman Municipal Library 637] I i 

Univ. of Jordan Library ......... S43555 

MUSEUMS 


'‘Children’s Heritage and Science 
Museum” Fun and knowledge for all 
ages, plus a smalt planetarium. Open 
all week V;f« a.m. - 1 :(W p.m. and 3:30 
p.m - 6:00 pm. Closed on Friday. 

Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Abo mosaics 
from Madaba and Jcrash (4th to IKih 
ccnlnncsl. The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opening hnuiv 9.1W a.m.-5 p.m. 
Year-ruund. Tel. 6.M7WI 
Jordan .iidamlo)jal Museum: Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 
quities or Jordan. Jabal Al Qal'a 
(Citadel Hill). Opening hours: 9. UP 


а. m. >5.00 p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 1U.U0 a.m. fo 4.0(1 p.m.l. 
Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan Natrona! Gallery: Contains a 
collection of paintings, ceramics, and 
sculptures by contemporary Islamic 
artists from most of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a collection of paintings by 
19lh Century orientalist artists. Munta- 
zab. Jabal Luweibdch. Opening hours: 
10.00 a.m. - 1.30 p.m. and 3.00 p.m.- 

б. 00 p.m. Closed Tucsdavs. Tel. 
650128. 

Martyrs’ Memorial (Military 
Mu5eami: Collection of military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City. Amman. 
Opening bouts 9.0U a.m. *4. 00 p.m. 
Gosed 'Saturdays. Td. 664240. 


CHURCHES 

St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. Tel. 624590. 

Church of the Annunciation (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luwcibdeh. Tel. 
637440. 

De la SoDe Cburcb ( Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Tel. 661757. 
Terrasanta Church (Roman Catholic), 
Jabal Luwcibdeh. mass in Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday at 5:30 
p.m. Td: 622366 

Church of the Amumdailon (Greek 

Orthodox) Ahdaii. Tel. 623541. 
Angfican Church (Church of (be Re- 
deemer! Jabal Amman. Tel. 678906. 
Armenian CalhoUc Church Ashrzfich. 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashra- 
fieh. Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Asbrafich. Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Cburcb (Inter- 
dcnotninatkmal): meets at Sou (hem 
Baptist School in Shmcisant. Tel. 
677534. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Jabal 
Ammnn. 6th Circle. (Rev. N. Smir). 
Tel. 81 1295. 
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CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s President 
Hosni Mubarak shelved a sug- 
gested Washington visit this 
month because of U.S. arms sales 
to Iran, sources close to the gov- 
ernment said Friday. 

The semi-official newspaper Al 
Ahram had said Mr. Mubarak 
called oft the trip because of 
“internal engagements,” mainly 
parliamentary elections suddenly 
called this month for April. 

But the sources said the main 
reason was Egyptian anger at the 
Iran aims sales. 

“If Mubarak is asked in 
Washington how he feels about 
the Iran deal, he will tell them his 
opinion and that will upset the 
Americans,” one source said. “If 
Mubarak goes now to Washing- 
ton, it means he backs the deal.” 

Egypt, one of Washington’s 
closest Arab friends, supports 
Iraq in its war with Iran and Mr. 
Mubarak has publicly said the 
United States lost its credibility in 
the Middle East by selling arms 
secretly to Tehran. 

A state-owned magazine, Al 
Mussawar, Thursday also cited dif- 
ferences over Egypt's $4.5 billion 
military debt to the United States 
and lukewarm U.S. support for 
the idea of an international Mid- 
dle East peace conference as 


reasons for postponing the presi- 
dent’s trip. 

No dates had been announced 
for a visit by Mr. Mubarak, who 
last went to Washington in 
September 1985. The State De- 
partment said this week the sub- 
ject was still being discussed. 

State Department spokesman 
Charles Redman said discussions 
are underway in an effort to find 
“mutually agreeable dates for 
official working visits” to 
Washington by His Majesty King 
Hussein and President Mubarak. 

“No dates have been set, but 
we expect to be able to work 
them out. And we always look 
forward to visits here by these 
close friends,'' the spokesman 
said. 

Mr. Redman had no specific 
comment to offer on either re- 
port. The spokesman acknow- 
ledged that, “the Iran aims trans- 
fer has been of concern to some,” 
of America’s friends in the Mid- 
dle East. 

Mr. Redman was asked about 
reports that indicated Mr. 
Mubarak was to have visited 
Washington this week. “There 
have been dates talked about. 
But we've never yet arrived at 
mutually agreeable dates,” he 
said. 


France reportedly agreed to 
free Abdallah this year 


PARIS (AP) — A French news- 
paper reported Friday that 
France agreed, as part of a deal to 
stop last fall's Paris bombings, to 
release Georges Ibrahim Abdal- 
lah by the end of 1987. 

The report in the daily Le 
Matin, which cited no sources, 
said the special seven-judge “ter- 
rorist court” now trying Abdallah 
was expected to convict him. but 
sentence him to only five or six 
years in prison. 

Abdallah is on trial on charges 
of complicity in the murder of 


American and Israeli diplomats. 

“Detained since Oct. 25, 1984, 
Georges Ibrahim Abdallah will 
have served half his sentence next 
Oct. 24,” said the newspaper. 
Under French law. he would then 
be eligible for release. 

Abdallah's trial was entering its 
fifth day on Friday afternoon, 
with a verdict expected sometime 
Saturday. 

A spokesman for the French 
Justice Ministry, reached by tele- 
phone, refused to comment on 
the newspaper report. 


Heavy turnout recorded 
in Algerian reelections 


ALGIERS (R) — The turnout in 
Thursday’s general elections in 
Algeria was an exceptionally 
heavy 87.29 per cent. Interior 
Minister M’bamed Yal a said 
Friday. 

He told reporters provisional 
figures showed that almost 10. mil- 
lion ballots were cast out ,ojf a 
total 11.3 million eligible'' voters, 
the- Algerian News Agency; APS 
reported.- * - .ii 

Final results would be 
announced after a national com- 
mittee had approved reports by 


polling stations. He did not say 
bow long this would take. 

Voters had a choice of three 
candidates for each 'of the 295 
parliamentary seats, all chosen by 
the National Liberation Front, 
the single party that has ruled 
Algeria since independence from 
Franck 25 years* ago*. ''• •• •• * * 

*.’X .'i - " ■ . 

The poll, was expected to re- 
juvenate the assembly as three 
million youths were voting for the 
first time and four candidates out 
of five are under 45. 


SLA willing to swap 250 
prisoners for hostages 

MARJAYOUN, Lebanon (AP) north of the Israeli border, Gen. 


— Gen. Antoine Lahd, head of 
the Israeli-backed militia in South 
Lebanon, has said he held 250 
Lebanese prisoners and would be 
willing to swap them in an ex- 
change involving foreign hos- 
tages. 

Speaking to reporters in this 
Christian village, 10 kilometres 


Lahd declined to say if there were 
any contacts underway 
Asked about a swap proposed 
earlier this month by Lebanon's 
Justice Minister, Nabih Berri, 
who heads the Shi’ite Muslim 
militia Amal. Gen. Lahd said: 
“This has been done in the past 
and I have no basic objections. 1 * 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian information department ai 
die Queen Alia International Airport 
Tel. (OS) JLUMA5. where it should 
always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

04:65 Sana’a (RJ I 

65:45 Singapore. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

09:00 Aqaba (RJ) 

09£6 Cairo (RJ) 

09-.30 Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

0930 Damascus I RJ) 

Hh05 Dhahran. Kuwait (RJ) 

HhOS Abu Dbabi. Bahrain (RJ) 

17:00 LamacalRJ) 

17:26 Cairo (RJ) 

17:35 New York. Vienna (RJ) 

18:65 .... Copenhagen. Frankfurt (RJ) 

19:40 Tripoli iRJ) 

01:06 Baghdad (RJ) 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

02:45 Bclcradc(JU) 

IIJ5 Cairo (MSI 

12:30 Lisbon. Riodc Janeiro (I A' 

0:45 Kuwait (KU) 

14:45 Tripoli (LN) 

15:10 Riyadh (SV) 

17:15 Paris. Damascus ( AF) 

IS: 25 ... Amsterdam. Lamaca (KLM) 

18 JO Baghdad (1 A) 

19£5 Rome. Damascus (AZ) 

21:06 Frankfurt (LH) 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


Aqaba (RJ) 

Vienna. New Ymk(RJi 

Tripoli (RJ) 

Paris (RJ) 

Rome, Madrid (RJ) 

... Geneva. London (RJ) 
Frankfurt. Brussels (RJ) 

LamaeafRJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Kuwait (RJ) 

.... Bahrain. Duha (RJ) 
Abu Dhatn . Dubai ( RJ ) 

Jeddah ( RJ). 

Baghdad (RJ) 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


64:05 

06:26 

12:20 

13:30 

15:60 

15:45 

16:46 

19:36 


Belgrade (JUl 

Frankfurt (LH) 

Cairo (MS) 

Baghdad (1A) 

Kuwait (KU) 

Kuwait (LN) 

Riyadh (SV) 

Baghdad (LAI 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Thursday rates 

Local scR/buy rates in fils 

Belgian franc 89.6/ 90.4 

Dutch guilder 164.2 165.8 

French franc 55.7/ 56.3 

Italian lira 26.1. 263 

Japanese yen (for 100} 220.8/ 222.7 

Swedish crown 52.3/ 52.8 

Swiss franc 220.2/ 222 4 

U.K. sterling pound 519.9' 525.3 

U.S. dollar 538.5/ 54 1 

W. German mark 185.5/ ltC.4 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will he dnudy to partly cloudy, 
with chances for scattered showers, 
and winds will be northwesterly mod- 
erate. In Aqaba. il will he cloudy, wilh 
northerly moderate winds. Calm seas 
will he hemming rough al limes. 


Amman — 

Aqaha 

Desens 

Jordan Valley .... 


Min./max. temp. 

4(11 

10/20 

3 / 14 

1IHI9 


ANCHORAGE, Alaska (K) — 
U.S. Secretary of State George 
Shultz has acknowledged person- 
al failings in the Iran arms affair 
but declared he would not resign. 

His role in the scandal that has 
scaned the Reagan administra- 
tion attracted harsh criticism 
from a presidential commission 
that investigated the arms deals. 

Mr. Shultz, travelling^ to China 
for a week -long visit, refused to 
comment directly on the commis- 
sion's report, released Thursday 
after he had left Washington. 

But he admitted to reporters 
on his plane that he could have 
done more to stop the sales of 
weapons tc Iran which were at 
the source of the scandal and that 
he gave himself poor grades on 
his performance. 

He repeated — as he has done 
since the crisis broke last Novem- 
ber — that he was not going to 
resign. 

“You can wipe that, off your 
slate,” he said. 

He said he had discussed his 
China trip with President Reagan 
last week and Mr. Reagan had 
repeated earlier instructions that 
he should cooperate fully with 
Iran investigators and then get on 
with his job of managing foreign 


policy. 

“And that is what I am dome." 
he said. 

The investigative comm»ssio... 1 
which was appointed by Mr. 
Reagan, said Mr. Shultz and De- 
fence Secretary Caspar Weinber- 
ger had distanced themselw- 
from the march of events in order 
to protect their own positions ami 
had neglected their obligations i-> 
ihe president, 

Mr. Shultz said he had not seer 
the report. 

“At this point, the best thing 
for me to dc is to keep mv mourn 
shut, " he said. 

But he expressed irritation a: 
not being trusted with a cc\y . 
before it was published. 

"Obviously. I would have 
wished to have a chance to read 
the report." he said. “I could 
have wished they could have put 
a copy on ihe plane, given il to li.c 
pilot or something.” 

“There are many things abcu. 
this situation 1 don't enjoy." 
added. 

Officials in Washington de- 
creed no one could get a copy o: 
the report befcie the president, 
who received iris at lout) GMl. 
three hours after Mr. Shuiir iJe*' 
out ol the capital. 


Report sheds little ligli 
Bush role in Iran deal 




WASHINGTON (R) — The re- 
port by a presidential panel inves- 
tigating the Iran-arms scandal 
quotes a top official as saying 
Vice President George Bush 
backed Israeli arms sales to Iran, 
but otherwise sheds no light on 
.his role in the affair. 

The Tower Commission report 
quotes Secretary of State George 
Shultz as saying that Mr. Bush 
attended a meeting with other top 
officials and that all backed a 
proposal for Israel to send 
weapons to Iran to win release of 
Americans held hostage in 
Lebanon. 

Except for pointing out Mr. 
Bush's attendance at several 


policymaking sessions, the report 
by the commission headed by 
former Sen. John Tower of Texas 
gave no other indication of Mr. 
Bush's participation in the deci- 
sion-making process. 

Mr. Bush, whose hopes to nc- 
cure the Republican Party’s 1985 
nomination to succeed Mr. 
Reagan in the White House have 
been badly damaged by the scan- 
dal. repeatedly has refused to 
disclose’ his recommendations. 

in the closert he has come to 
public discussion of his role. . 
Bush told reporters two weel:s 
ago that he had “expressed cer- 
tain reservations on cerutr, 
asptctv" of the affair. 


UNRWA seeks $2®m for 
besieged refugees in Lebanon 


VIENNA (R) — A United Na- 
tions agency have appealed to 
governments for $20.6 million to 
launch an emergency relief effort 
for Palestinians in besieged re- 
fugee camps ■ in Lebanon, • an 
agency spokesman said. 

The Commissioner General of 
the United Nations Relief and’ 
Works Agency for Palestine re- 
fugees (UNRWA). Giorgio 
Giacomelli, launched the appeal. 

It aims to supply some 40.000 
besieged refugees with food and 
clean drinking water, UNRWA 
spokesman Ron Wilkinson told 
Reuters. 

A siege by Shi'ite Muslim 
Amal militiamen has trapped 
Palestinians in the camps of 
Bouij Al Barajneh and Shatila 
near Beirut, and Rashadiyeh in 
southern Lebanon for four 
months. 

Mr. Wilkinson said money was 


only part of the problem because 
access to the camps was still either 
difficult or impossible. 

Amal refused to allow seven, 
lorries carrying food and medical 
supplies into- Rash idiyeh Thurs- 
day and Wednesday. he said. 

“If we got $20 million tomor- 
row we could certainly stock up 
but we can't (launch* the relief 
effort) until we're allowed in... 
after the experience of the ias 1 . 
two days, it may be a while ” 

But Amal and leaders of Syrian 
forces which recently entered 
west Beirut did allow two UN- 
RWA lorries loaded with re I 1 ;’' 
supplier into Bourj A! Bar.tjns.* 
Wednesday. 

Another convoy wa*, given pei- 
mission to enter Shatila Thursday 
but there was no news from UN- 
RWA workers ii the mission hao 
succeeded. Mr. Wilkinson said. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 



EMERGENCIES 


Amman povernnrate SVi22> 

Amman Civil Defence i^S. 199 

Civil Defence Irbid .... 271293. 273131 

Civil Defence Quwcivmoh 770733 

Civil Defence Dcir AUa 5“jlK* 

Ambulance 193. 775 1 1 1 

Amman downtown fnr brigade. . 19S 

Fitsi aid (-.> 134 1 

Blood Bank 77iCv} 

Civil Defence rescue Mill 1 ■ 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue 192. 621111. 637777 

Police headquarters 639] 4 1 

Traffic police tfi«>39U'] 

Electric Power Co. A3n3Kl>4. 62488] 
Municipal water complaints. 771 125-8 
Ouccn Alia Inti. Airpon (UK]533?llW 


HOSPITALS 


Hosvcin Medical Centre X 15813-32 

Khali Jj Matcmitv . J Amn . . 6442X1 h 
Akileb Maternity. J Amn 64244 1 2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

MaJtm. J. Amman ........... ... t»ihJ4l» 

Palestine, Shmctsani 6M)7|4 

Shmcoani Hospital (k>9I2! 

University Hospital S45fc45 r>5 

Al-Muasbcr Hnvpttal . . .... 66722 7“» 
The Islamic. Ahdaii f6bl??-?7 

Al-Ahli. Abdati 664(646 

Italian. Al-Mofujrcen ...... . 777101 3 

Al- Bashir. J . Asbrafich 7751 i J >2h 

Army.Marka WInll.15 

Ouccn .Aha Hospital 6H22-4U-5I) 

Amal Hospital oMl?5 


GENERAL 


Jordan Tele visum 

Radio Ionian 

Ministry of Tourism 

Hotel complaints 

Price complaints 

Telephone Inlorai.uinn 

Jnnlnr. jnd Middle Ej-.i c.iIK . 

Overseas cnlb 

Repair -cp-ice 

NIGHT BUT! 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Bah|a' Bader .. 
Dr. V>'alid Masn 

SaF.tm Phjnnaci . . 
Neiroehli Pharmaev 
Khulaf plinminej . . 
Fir.is pharm.iov 
Sahch pharmacy .. .. 
Hiunav. 1 plurmacv . 
Fvrdii*> piuiniac v 

TAXIS: 

Rain)< iu- i.ivi 

NaliJj taxi 

Kama). :an . . . 
Qaher taxi . .. . 

Jihad lari .. . . 

O isvm 

Laiih taxi 

QadisM.ih t jxi . . . . 


il'67'I 1 - 
723*i” * 
77»-. : 3 c 
6ftl u I2 l 
IKtfltfl- - 
8-13376 * 
: 


n.V".vl‘* < 

. nhi :<r. « 
i.;W?6 1 [i 

<!.'{— I III j, 

iiJZ/*:*' - 
671/0! ; 
7su53li { 

iA7',.t , i ;*■ 


iRBim 

Dr. Radwan A! S-f-i-J 

Kha£U[ pharma*/} 
Sham a pharmacy 

/AP.Q\: 

Dr. Taruq llijiawi . .. 
Jerusalem phanuaev . 


MARKET PRICES 


Yesterdays high temperatures: Am- 
man 10.3. Aqaba 20. Humidity read- 
ings: Amman 91 per cent. Aqaba 35 
per cent. 


Uppcr.'ktwcr price 

Apple (All kinds)., 

Banana 

Banana (MuLamnur) . 

Beam 

Broad beans 

Beetroot 

Cabbage 

Carrot (black) 

Carrot (yellow) 

Cauliflower (yellow) ... 
Cauliflower (white) ..... 

Chestnut 

Cucumbers 

Eggplant (small | 

Eggplant (Urge) 


in fils per t.ig. 

310/270 

331/270 

270 ; 231 

4S0 •’ 3NU 

Ill)/ Ml 

90/ Ml 

60/ 40 

120/ 500 

Ill 0/ 70 

120/ SO 

60/ 40 

550 r 5U0 

150 1 nn 

no; sn 

UG. 


CartK 

Grapefruit 

Lemon 

Marrow 

Onion (dry) . 

Onion (green | . . 

Orange (Abu Sunni .. 
Orange (Sharrmw/ti! 

Peas 

Pepper 1 hot) 

Pepper (sweet 1 

Potato . ... 

Ruddid: 

Spinach . . 

Tomatoes 

Tomip 


•/Hi • >5*i Ii 

.... 15» ICU ,< 

. Ji/u. 7i* J 

.... um. ni ; 
...imi/w t 

.. Iff. t4H l 
2.VJ • 220 S 
... 2jt> ' 210 f 
... .'20 1 23* | 

.... 4|4) .'0I* 1 ,. 
.. ?*u • y.t* I V 
. J70. i20 l 

«• 5M 5 

.. 70- 41! ? 

.. 100 • M j 

. Hi: 60 2 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Regent visits army headquarters 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, on Thursday paid a visit to the Armed Forces 
Genera! Headquarters. Tie Crown Prince conferred with Armed 
Forces Chief of Staff Lieutenant General Fathi Abu Tajeb. The 
meeting was attended by the Armed Forces inspector general and 
assistant chiefs of staff. 


W. Germany extends technical help 

AMMAN (Petra) — West Germany is to extend technical help to 
Jordan to set up a centre at Al Hussein Medical Centre for the 
manufacture of artificial limbs and to organise seminars and 
training courses for personnel in this field, in accordance with one 
of three memoranda signed by the two sides in Amman on 
Thursday. Another memorandum provides for West Germany to 
give help to Al Hussein Medical Centre in promoting its intensive 
care services and a third is to provide Jordan with training and 
expertise in regional planning. The three memoranda were signed 
at the Ministry of Planning by the West German charge cT affaires 
in Jordan and Minister of Planning Taher Kanaan. 


More supplies, medicines sent to Sudan 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan National Committee for 
Solidarity with Sudan has sent more quantities of medicines and 
medical supplies to the Bar bar hospital in the northern region of 
Sudan. The supplies were shipped from Aqaba port to Port 
Sudan. Several Jordanian companies have volunteered to clear 
these materials and to ship them to Sudan at their own expense. 
The shipment is within the framework of the committee's work to 
support Sudan. 


Khatib swears In 14 journalists 


AMMAN (Petra) — Fourteen new journalists have joined tbe 
Jordanian Press Association (JPA), and on Thursday they were 
sworn in before Minister of Information Moh amma d Al Khatib. 
The minister made a brief speech at the ceremony calling on 
journalists to exert more efforts to highlight Jordan's achieve- 
ments and to reflect the country's bright image to the outside 
world. The ceremony was attended by JPA President Mahmoud 
Al Kayed and the director of the Press and Publications 
Department, Dr. Mousa Keilani. 


PSD director inspects Aqaba police centres 


AQABA (Petra) — Public Security Department (PSD) Director 
Lieutenant General Abdul Hadi Al Majali on Thursday inspected 
the Aqaba police department, the city’s police centre and the 
Aqaba port guards. He also visited the Aqaba holders depart- 
ment, Al Derreb border centre and the departure and . arrival 
centre at Aqaba port where he inspected the progress of work 
there. Lt.-Gen. Majali met officials at these centres and was 
briefed on the services offered by these centres and means of 
facilitating arrival and departure procedures at Aqaba port. 


EC official to deliver lecture on Sunday— 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A leading official at the European Commun- 
ity (EC) is expected to deliver a lecture here on Sunday entitled 
“The origins, growth and prospects of European Communities.'' 
Mr. Christopher Audland, who is expected to arrive the same 
day on a five-day visit to Jordan, will be presenting a chronologic- 
al review of the ECs development since its inception. The lecture 
will be presented at the Faculty of Engineering at the University 
of Jordan. A former high-ranking Foreign official, Mr. 
ATidland is director of the Brussels-based energy department of the 
commission. 


Kbayyat to attend conferences in Cairo. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Abdul 
Aziz Al Kbayyat leaves for Egypt on Saturday to take part in the 
7th conference on population in the Islamic World, which will 
open in Cairo on Sunday. The conference will discuss a number of 
topics related to Islam and development. Dr. Khayyat will also 
participate in a six-day world conference on Islamic education 
which will start in Cairo on March 8. 


RSS president leaves for Egypt today 


AMMAN (Petra) — Royal Scientific Society (RSS) President 
Jawad Al Anani leaves for Egypt today on a four-day visit- upon 
the invitation of Egyptian Minister of Electricity and Energy 
Maher Abazah. During the visit, the two sides will discuss the 
implementation of a scientific cooperation agreement between 
the scientific research academy in Egypt and the RSS. Talks will 
focus on the exchange of experiences in energy fields, especially 
solar and wind energy. The two sides will also discuss conducting 
studies on manufacturing some necessary equipment for the 
utilisation of these energy resources. 


Seminar calls for an end to 
two-shift system in schools 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A seminar on 
the “school we want" has con- 
cluded and recommended can- 
celling the two shift system at 
most schools in Jordan, according 
to a report in the Arabic daily Al 
Dustour. Tbe seminar also came 
up with a recommendation calling 
for holding a national educational 
conference to discuss means of 
upgrading education in terms of 
content and practice. 

The seminar's recommenda- 
tions were drawn up by a special 
committee comprising Mrs. Laila 
Sharaf, Ms. Intisaar Jardaneb, 
Ms. Nawal Hashisho, Dr. Taha 
Haj Elias, Mr. Husni Ayesh, Mr. 
Toujan Faisal and Dr. Mawiyah 
Bikri. 

The seminar’s recommenda- 
tions dealt with the educational 
process in terms of educational 
philosophy and policy, curricula, 
educational practices and the 

^teaching. 

r In the field of educational poli- 
cy and philosophy the seminar 
issued a recommendation calling 
for amending and developing the 


education law to cope with recent 
requirements and challenges. It 
also called for reconsidering edu- 
cational objectives and reformu- 
lating them in a manner capable 
of translating these objectives 
into practical applications. The 
recommendations also called for 
expanding compulsory education 
to cope with the needs of students 
and the financial and human re- 
sources of the country. 

Another recommendation cal- 
led for cancelling the two shift 
system and for expanding the 
school day to seven hours and the 
provision of necessary school- 
buildings and facilities. 

On the subject of school curri- 
cula, the committee made a re- 
commendation calling for recon- 
sidering tbe curricula to achieve 
educational objectives and to 
provide a wide educational base 
for students. Tbe recommenda- 
tion also called for involving 
teachers and community repre- 
sentatives in planning, develop- 
ing and evaluating curricula. 


Bus overturns killing 
two and injuring 23 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Two persons 
were killed and 23 others injured, 
some seriously, in a road accident 
which occurred at dawn on 
Thursday north of Qatranefa in 
southern Jordan. 

Tbe victims were among 44 
passengers in a bus heading to 
Amman from Aqaba, according 
to the Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) which rushed men and 
vehicles to the area in a rescue 
operation. A CDD spokesman 
said that the driver lost control 
over his vehicle which over- 
turned, killing two of the passen- 
gers and injuring the others. 
Twenty people on the bus 
escaped injury, tbe spokesman 
said. 

He said that some of the in- 


jured were found lying under the 
overturned vehicle and that the 
CDD had to bring in additional 
equipment to lift the bus and 
rescue the victims. 

The CDD also had to bring in 
help from Hassa, Zizia and Qat- 
raneh and used equipment from 
the Armed Forces in the opera- 
tion, be continued. 

AJ\ the passengers were Egyp- 
tian nationals and those injured 
are being treated at Kazak Gov- 
emoratc Hospital or at Al Bashir 
Hospital in Amman. 

A spokesman for Karak hospit- 
al said that at least two of the 
injured are in a critical condition 
and all but seven injured people 
have now been discharged after 
free treatment. 


Bethlehem deputy 
Bannoura passes away 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Member of 
Parliament from tbe Bethlehem 
constituency Hanna Bannoura 
has passed away at the age of 87. 
A statement from Speaker of the 
Lower House of Parliament Akef 
Al Fayez said that Mr. Bannoura 
died on Wednesday. 

Mr. Bannoura, from Beit 
Sahour near Bethlehem on the 
occupied West Bank, bad been 
member of Parliament since 1967. 
according to a spokesman for his 
family. 

Mr. Bannoura, who was bom 
in 1900, studied at local schools 
and became mayor of the town in 
1942, remaining in his post until 
1950. 

In Parliament, Mr. Bannoura 
was member of the refugees com- 



Hanna Bannoura 

mi tree and served on the national 
guidance and tourism and ex- 
patriates committees. He is sur- 
vived by three sons and three 
daughters, all married and with 
children. 


Dajani inspects security posts, 
departments in Tafileh district 


TAFILEH (Petra) — Minister of 
Interior Rajai Dajani on Thurs- 
day made an inspection tour of 
Tafileh district where he met offi- 
cials and heads of local councils 
to discuss different services in 
their region. 

Addressing a meeting at the 
governor's nouse, Mr. Dajani 
announced that the Interior 
Ministry plans to open security 
centres in all provinces to offer 
better security services to the 
public. He called on the people of 
Tafileh to give more attention to 
agriculture and, to back , , efforts 
being made to promote the work 
and activities of sports 'and youth’’ 
dubs. ■ 'si- 

Speaking at the meeting was 
Mr. Rateb Al Majali, Tafileh’s 


acting governor, who outlined the 
various services in the goveroo- 
rafe. He also spoke about diffe- 
rent projects induded in the 
1986-1990 five-year development 
plan and said these projects are 
mostly aimed at increasing the 
area of agricultural land and en- 
couraging animal husbandry. 

The minister’s tour took him to 
the towns of Basira and Hassa 
and he also inspected work and 
activities of the dvil registration, 
tbe passports and dvfl defence 
departments and also visited 
police stations in the region. 

* Senior Officials from the Minis- 
try of Interior and local heads of 
departments accompanied the 
minister on his tour. 


AMPCO pays more for tomatoes 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Agri- 
cultural Marketing and Proces- 
sing Company of Jordan 
(AMPCO) will purchase 20,000 
tonnes of locally produced toma- 
toes from Jordanian fanners this 
year at 40 fils per kilogramme, 
five fils above last year’s price, in 
accordance with instructions 
issued by tbe government aimed 
at supporting farmers’ work, 
according to AMPCO Director 
General Ghazi Abu Hassan. 

He said that all additional 


amounts of tomatoes to be 
bought from local fanners for 
processing and producing tomato 
paste will be purchased at the rate 
of 50 fils a kilogramme, also in 
accordance with government in- 
structions. 

In the past two days, AMPCO 
processing plapts received 87 ton- 
nes of tomatoes in tbe Ghor Al 
Safi region alone and the com- 
pany has concluded contracts for 
the purchase of tomato crops 
grown on 9,000 dunums of land. 


Candidates state their platforms 
in run-up to JB A elections 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Nearly 1,300 
lawyers will go to the polls on 
Friday to elect their association’s 
president and nine-member coun- 
cil. Three men, including the 
current president, are running for 
the top post. 

Mr. Hussein Mjalli is seeking 
re-election against lawyers Omar 
Abu Ragheb and Nabil Hadda- 
din. Twenty-seven others are run- 
ning for council seats. 

The three contenders, speaking 
to lawyers during an organised 
debate at the Professional Asso- 
ciation’s Complex on Wednesday 
night, outlined the platform upon 
which they based their candidacy. 
Their pledges centred on impro- 
ving the financial status of 
lawyers, the Jordanian Bar Asso- 
ciation’s (JBA) relationship with 
various government and non-gov- 
ernmental agencies, retirement 
pension and other benefits. 

Mr. Mjalli called on lawyers to 
review the association’s achieve- 
ments during his two-year term. 
He pointed out that during his 
term, lawyers' retirement pension 
salary became the highest for any 
profession in the Kingdom. A 
lawyer now receives JD 10 in 
retirement salary for each year in 
the profession. 

Mr. Mjalli said during the de- 
bate that a law recently passed by 
Parliament provided for more 
justice for lawyers by banning 
individual lawyers from being 
general agents or counsellors rep- 
resenting more than five institu- 
tions or companies. 

A law proposed by tbe associa- 
tion and passed by Parliament 
now requires companies with a 
capital of more than JD 150,000 
to appoint a Jordanian lawyer. 


Mr. Haddadin, speaking at tbe 
debate, stressed the association’s 
socio-political role in the King- 
dom. He said that bis election 
platform is based on the need to 
provide immunity for lawyers and 
their offices, enhancing the asso- 
ciation's independence and its 
national role. 

He said the association should 
work more towards improving 
tbe status of lawyers in the occu- 
pied West Bank. 

Mr. Haddadin proposed 
changes on tbe association's laws 
in a way that its role would be 
more compatible with social and 
economic developments. He said 
the association carried the re- 
sponsibility of resisting imperial- 
ism and Zionism and supporting 
the rule of law, the constitution, 
civil liberties, freedom of express- 
ion and opinion, freedom of the 
press and the abolishment of ex- 
traordinary laws that contravenes 
the constitution. 

Mr. Haddadin accused Mr. 
Mjalli of working towards impro- 
ving the status of a minority of 
lawyers rather than the general 
interest of all members of the 
association. 

Mr. Abu Ragheb, responding 
to Mr. Mjalli's statements on the 
association's achievements 
throughout his term, said that 
these achievements came about 
as a result of efforts exerted by 
successive administrations and 
were not solely a product of the 
last two years. 

In an apparent appeal to new- 
ly-graduated lawyers’ votes, Mr. 
Abu Raghed called for shorten- 
ing the training period for new 
graduates to enable them to work 
and support their families as soon 
as possible. 

He called for enhancing the 
association’s role in supporting 
national causes. 


Ministry 
updates 
report on 
land 
confiscation 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Israeli 
authorities have confiscated 
2,781,724 dunums of land in the 
occupied Arab territories since the 
occupation began in 1967 and the 
number of Israeli colonies built 
on this land now stands at 195, 
according to a report issued by 
the Ministry of Occupied Terri- 
tories Affairs. 

Tbe report said that 35 settle- 
ments or colonies have been built 
in the Jerusalem alone with the 
rest built in the areas of Ramal- 
iah, Bethlehem, the Jordan Val- 
ley and Gaza. 

The report said that nearly 
63,800 Jewish settlers are now 
being housed in three colonies 
and the Israelis plan to build 
12,000 housing units for new^ 
comers. 

Last month alone the Israelis 
confiscated 17,105 dunums of 
land in the occupied West- Bank 
and tbe Gaza Strip and Jewish 
settlers carried out acts of aggres- 
sion and intimidation against the 
indigenous population, resulting 
in the injury of seven Arabs and 
damage to cars and other proper- 
ty, the report pointed out. 

It said that nearly 2,000 olive 
trees owned by Arabs have been 
uprooted during the past month. 


Unemployment 
figures high 
in engineers’ 
discussions 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Among many prob- 
lems plaguing the profession, un- 
employment among Jordanian 
engineers figured high during dis- 
cussions at the Jordan Engineers 
Association's annual meeting on 
Friday. 

The association also endorsed 
amendments to the current law 
governing the profession and dis- 
cussed the annual report article 
by article, before a gathering of 
Jordanian engineers. 

The associations general 
assembly, which meets .annually 
to discuss the annual report, -also 
assessed and approved several 
items on the agenda including the 
financial and administrative sta- 
tus as wefi as the association's 
budget. 

During tbe evening session, 
chaired by the association’s presi- 
dent Ibrahim Abu Ayyash and 
council members, they approved 
amendments that defined condi- 
tions for admitting new engineers 
to the association. 

Other remaining articles were 
left to be discussed during the 
forthcoming general assembly 
meeting, scheduled to be held 
within the next two weeks. 

Some of the approved amend- 
ments dealt with the association's 
election law and procedures con- 
cerned with the election of tbe 
president and council members, 
the eligibility of Jordanian en- 
gineers to tbe membership of the 
association, and general council 
authorities. 

The amendments according to 
several engineers interviewed by 
the Jordan Times were adjust- 
ments to amendments made in a 
meeting last week. The debate on 
several issues was expected to 
continue well into the associa- 
tion’s next elections. 

The bulk of the problems fac- 
ing engineers circle around solv- 
ing the unemployment problem 
(nearly 2,000 unemployed) and 
restricting the activities of foreign 
engineering offices as well as 
limiting the monopoly of some 
Jordanian engineering offices 
that deal with businesses related 
to theft profession. Some en- 
gineers are reportedly engaged in 
contracting and other professions 
that often facilitate and improve 
their chances of taking projects 
compared to other' engineering 
offices. 

Last week, tbe association 
made amendments to several 
laws indnding an amendment 
which banned engineers and en- 
gineering offices from practicing 
other commercial or trade pro- 
jects such as contracting. 

New regulations on non- Jorda- 
nian engineering offices in tbe 
Kingdom included presenting the 
association with a full report on 
all non-Jordanians employed in 
these offices. Under the amend- 
ment, they all should be reg- 
istered in the association after 
paying die due fees for such 
registration. 

Non-Jordanian engineering 
offices are also required to em- 
ploy Jordanian engineers on theft 
staff, equal to foe number of 
foreign engineers. At least one 
Jordanian.engraeer should be em- 
ployed by such offices. Jordanian 
contractors should participate 
equally in projects. 


Senate endorses laws on investments, 
JMO during last ordinary session 


By Rana Sabbagh 
Jordan Toms Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Upper House 
of Parliament (Senate) on Thurs- 
day endorsed amendments to tbe 
1984 legislation on investments 
underwhich Jordanian and fore- 
ign investors were given incen- 
tives to invest in the Kingdom's 
JD 3.15 billion five-year develop- 
ment plan. 

The law complements earlier 
Cabinet decisions undertaken to 
encourage the inflow of capital 
and investments in foe Kingdom's 
sectors of education, health, in- 
dustry, agriculture, transport, 
services and banking. 

Apart from this legislation, 
which was unanimously endorsed 
by Senators, the House endorsed 
two other draft laws on the Jor- 
dan Marketing Organisation 
(JMO) and organisations' fixed 
assets. 

They also approved two finan- 
cial agreements signed between 
the government of Jordan and the 
Arab Fund for Socio-Economic 
Development (AFSED) to fi- 
nance parts of two schemes per- 
taining to tbe Zara-Ghor 
Haditbah highway and a project 
for developing the Zarqa River 
Basin. 

These five legislations were en- 
dorsed during the House's final 
meeting of Parliament's four- 
month regular term which ends 
Sunday in accordance with a 
Royal Decree issued to this effect 
on Thursday. 

New Senator sworn in 

Mr. Salem Ibn Nijad was also 
sworn in on Thursday as a newly 
appointed senator to succeed Mr. 
Mohammad Odeh Abu Tayeh, 
who passed away last month. Mr. 
Nijad was appointed senator by a 
Royal Decree issued on Sunday. 

Amendments to the 1984 in- 
vestment law, as endorsed by 
both houses, exempted agricultu- 
ral, animal wealth and fish breed- 
ing projects from paying taxes on 
tbeir final net profits. 

Hospital ana hotel furniture 
and equipment imported for re- 
novation purposes 10 years after 


the project's inception were also 
exempted from import duties. 

The law also paved foe way for 
setting up a 15-member commit- 
tee entrusted with finding ways 
for encouraging investments. The 
committee is chaired by the 
minister of trade and industry and 
groups representatives from va- 
rious concerned departments, in- 
cluding the tax and customs de- 
partments as well as the private 
sector. 

The group, to meet at least 
once a month, will take decisions 
pertaining to exempting econo- 
mic projects from paying taxes 
and custom duties or part of these 
fees on materials imported into 
the country. The exemptions will 
only be granted if the materials 
are to be employed in carrying 
•out economic projects, which 
according to the law were defined 
as schemes in the sectors of indus- 
try, production, mining, educa- 
tion, animal husbandry, fisheries 
and agriculture. The committee is 
also in charge of endorsing ap- 
plications for the transfer of own- 
erships of projects which are 
termed as certified economic 
schemes. 

The committee will also deal 
with issuing recommendations to 
facilitate investments and for- 
warding these suggestions to the 
concerned authorities for incor- 
poration. 

The amendments to the legisla- 
tion on measures taken by orga- 
nisations regarding fixed assets 
gave foreign financial, industrial 
and commercial organisations 
euqal treatment to their Jorda- 
nian counterparts in areas related 
to purchasing land for commer- 
cial real estate and housing pro- 
jects. But the law gave the 
Cabinet the right to approve or 
reject any such applications and 
to set conditions governing the 
work of such institutions. 

The legislation also gave fore- 
ign as well as local charitable 
societies, and religious institu- 
tions the right to register land in 
their name in cases where the 
land was bought from the private 
sector. In cases where land was 
rented by the government to 
these societies, the Cabinet, acting 



Salem Ibn Nijad 

upon recommendations by the 
Finance Minister, has the right to 
either extend the lease period or 
revoke the lease. 

Economists said that the 1984 
and 1977 legislations were taken 
in line with the Cabinet's deci- 
sions of Jan. 25. 1986, to grant 
Arab and Jordanian investors 
equal treatment regarding invest- 
ment facilities, tax and import 
duty exemptions as well as 
franchise privileges. 

Marketing organisation 

Senators also approved Jor- 
dan's first ever law on the JMO. 
which will replace the 1972 Jor- 
dan Agriculture and Marketing 
Association (JAMA). The gov- 
ernment decided to abolish the 
JAMA, whose duties were dupli- 
cating those of the 1982 Agri- 
cultural. Marketing and Proces- 
sing Company of Jordan 
(AMPCO). AMPCO is presently 
responsible for organising local 
marketing, buying and selling 
produce and conducting Jordan's 
agricultural export and import 
business. 

The JMO’s role, according to 
Agriculture Ministry officials, 
will not clash with the duties of 
AMPCO since the former will be 
limited to conducting research 
related to marketing agricultural 
produce in the Kingdom and set- 
ting prices for those commodities. 

Tne new organisation will also 
conduct feasibility studies on the 
agricultural sector and food in- 
dustries and sugest recommenda- 
tions on issuing import and ex- 
port as well as re-export licences. 


Syrian-Hizbollah tension subsides after edict is issued 


(Continued from page 1) 
have realised the importance of 
devout patriotic groups who have 
committed themselves to promot- 
ing Islam and fighting against the 
occupying Zionist forces,’’ IRNA 
reported. 1 

Mr. Mousavi added that the 
Syrian-Hizbollah dashes were 
likely “due to the obstinacy of 
certain individuals." the agency 
said. He was speaking after a 
meeting of the government’s poli- 
tical council. 

The only direct reference to 
Syria came when IRNA quoted 
foreign dispatches as saying "Sy- 
rian forces attacked buildings 
around the evacuated headquar- 
ters of Hizbollah ... martyring 
more than 25 Shi'ite Muslims 
including six women and chil- 
dren." 

The day tbe clashes took place, 
Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati was in Damascus 
for talks with Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad. 

The Iranian daily Kayhan 
newspaper, which is close to 
Ayatollah Khomeini, blamed the 
attack oa “disobedient Syrian sol- 
diers ... (who) did not take into 
consideration the interests of 
their government." 

Damascus Radio said Thursday 
the Syrian forces in Beirut “will 
continue to carry out theft mis- 
sion and no side, irrespective of 
wbo it is, can stop them.” 

Police confirmed that the mili- 
tia offices in the heart of the city 
have been closed for the first time 
since militiamen wrested control 
of west Beirut from the Lebanese 
array in street fighting Feb. 6, 
1984. 

West Beirut has since been 
plagued by kidnappings, assas- 
sinations and a bloody power 
struggle among the ruling militia 
groups. 

The Syrian forces entered west 
Beirut at the request of Lebanese 
Prime Minister Rashid Karami 
and other Muslim leaders to res- 
tore order. 

Voice of Free Lebanon radio 
said a Christian "Lebanese 
Forces" militia leader had met 
President Amin Gemayel, also a 
Christian, and agreed with him 
that they shared the same stand 
on “the illegal entry of Syrian 
forces into west Beirut." 

Police said five Americans 
were escorted out of west Beirut 
to east Beirut on Friday ahead of 
Saturday’s deadline set by the 
U.S. State Department for al! 
U.S. citizens to leave Lebanon or 
risk penalties. 

Brig. Kenaan raised foe pros- 
pect that Beirut airport would 
reopen soon, saying: “We are 
ensuring the security of all’ 
citizens along the route to Beirut 
international airport It is up to 
the Lebanese to decide on foe 
ling. 


threats by the Lebanese Forces, 
which wants to open its own 
airport in .the Christian enclave 
northeast of Beirut. 

In Washington, the U.S.. State 
Department said Thursday.it 
could not confirm reports that 
three Americans held hostage in 
Lebanon were now in tbe custody 
of Syrian troops. 

“We have no information to 
substantiate the stoty that the 
Syrians now are holding the four 
hostages" who were kidnapped 
on Jan. 24, spokeswoman Phyllis 


Oakley told reporters. 

The hostages in question in- 
clude Americans Robert Polhill. 
Alann Steen and Jesse Turner, 
and an Indian, Mithileshwar 
Singh. AH were academics. 

Oakley said that "if the hos- 
tages come into the possession of 
the Syrians or anyone else, we 
would also hold them responsible 
for the hostages’ safety and call’ 
for their unconditional release." 

A U.S. television network said 
Wednesday that the four were in 
the custody of Syrian army. 


reopemn 
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te airport in an area south of 
Beirut and has been dosed since 
Feb. 1, apparently following 
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Lots of delicious 
strawberry desserts 
created specialy 
for you by our 
Executive Chef, 

Wil fried Pfiefer. . 
Come and try them 
during the 
\(pfex!cuj §v«v; a. 

STRAWBERRY^ 
starting Saturday 
28th February 
for one week.. 




ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Friday's 

AJ Ra'i: Keep your word 

THE Tower Commission investigating the Irangate scandal on 
Thursday issued a report accusing President Reagan of failing to 
maintain control over the United States National Security Council 
members who were involved in the scandal. At the same time, 
reports from Washington say that Reagan had issued a call for an end 
to the Gulf War, requesting the international community to help 
achieve this end. Perhaps the issuing of the call at this particular time 
was intended to ease the shock of the Tower report on the U.S. 
administration. But it is astonishing to bear the president issue such a 
call, as if he has just realised the danger of this war that has been 
going on for more than six years; and as if his administration had not 
contributed to prolonging this conflict by supplying arms to Iran. The 
Reagan call seems to us as . an attempt to regain the administration's 
credibility which has been completely eroded. He ought to have 
controlled the behaviour of the members of his staff rather than issue 
a statement or a call for an end to the war. By supplying arms to Iran, 
the U.S. administration has set a very bad example for others which 
followed suit, and therefore Washington should now start to 
demonstrate to the world that it is now serious in L* attempts to stop 
the war and that it will stop supplying Iran with arms. Credibility 
cannot be regained with promises and statements alone. 

Al Dustour: Zionist propaganda 

ISRAEL'S propaganda is busily focusing the light on the trial of 
Demjanjuk, the alleged Nazi criminal responsible for sending 
thousands of Jews to their death during World War II. It is quite dear 
that Israel has exhausted all its efforts in this campaign in cooperation 
with world television networks, trying to convey to all Jewish 
communities around the world a clear message about the aims of 
Zionism, and at the same time reminding the world of the World War 
II and its horrors. Zionism, as it is clear, has been following this 
course for many decades trying by every means to gain sympathy 
from world nations; and in the process, sometimes makin g up 
episodes about imaginary atrocities and oppression, which the jews 
suffered at the hands of European Nazis. Recently world Zionism 
imposed on the world -public opinioirtbeidea that Kurt Waldheims 
the former U.N. secretary general and now president of Austria, bad 
been a Nazi criminal. But Zionism failed to convince the world in 
general and the Austrian people in particular of this new lie. The two 
episodes, Demjanjuk and Waldheim were only tools in the hand of 
Zionism with which to keep reminding the world of the holocaust and 
to gain more sympathy and more help and also to fill the hearts of the 
younger generauon in Israel of hatred towards other nations. 
Zionism hopes that through these actions Israel will gain further 
support and so perpetuate its hold on Arab land. 

Sawt AJ Shaab: Conference gains 
momentum 

THE European Community’s response to the Arab call for holding 
an international conference on the Middle East and the most 
encouraging stand of other world nations vis-a-vis this question are 
bound to pave the way for holding such conference which would put 
an end to the conflict and bring about a lasting peace to the region. 
Since the community's declaration in Brussels there have been fresh 
calls by the Soviet Union for such a conference, and backing by 
Timothy Renton the British minister of state during h is visits to Saudi 
Arabia which ended on Thursday. At the same time, the idea of the 
conference continues to gain momentum around the world, including 
the United States to a certain degree. But despite all this, Israel's 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir still rejects the idea of the conference 
and continues to call for direct negotiations with the Arabs. This 
rejection is clearly intended as a tool for helping Israel avoid peace 
and so continue to hold on to Arab land. As long as Israel is inclined 
to expand its territory, its leaders will continue to reject all peace bids 
and all initiatives that can really achieve a lasting peace. 

Thursday's 

AJ Ra’i: EC sympathy 


THE European Community member nations were not satisfied by 
announcing their concern over the continued instability in the Middle 
East region but called for speedy action for the convening of the 
proposed international conference. These nations have realised that 
the people of this area have been facing continued suffering — 
especially those in the occupied Arab territories who are exposed to 
Israel's repression and difficult economic conditions as a result of 
Israel’s occupation. The European Community’s declaration in 
Brussels called for the exertion of serious efforts for improving the 
living conditions of the Arab inhabitants in the occupied Arab land, 
and announced that European countries will extend urgent assistance 
to the indigenous population, and will give their agricultural products 
preferential treatment. This is being done, the declaration said, as a 
show of sympathy and a form of help to the Arab people who. 
continually face Israel s repressive measures and intimidation. TbL 
European stand reaffirms the need for al) states in general and Arab 
countries in particular to work in concert for helping the Arab people 
under Israeli occupation to regain their freedom and their rights and 
homeland. 

Al Dustour: Israeli politics 


THE Israeli government now seems to be facing a crisis threatening 
to break up the present coalition grouping the Likud and the Labour 
parties. The two parties are continually at loggerheads over a host of 
questions including the idea of an international conference. The 
Labour Party, headed by Shimon Peres, tries to benefit from a 
decision by European countries to convene the conference for 
resolving the Arab-lsradi question and make his party appear in the 
eyes of the world to be leading Israel to peace. Of course Peres and 
his party want to make personal gains out of the present position, and 
this stand does not mean that his party is really oriented towards 
genuine peace in the sense of giving up Arab lands and offering 
freedom to the West Bank and the Gaza Snip. Peres is trying to 
make gains and outbid the Likud by exploiting the idea of an 
international conference. The differences between the two parties 
came to a head with the announcement of the Ettr. r «.,r community 
that it endorses the idea of an international conference. 



View From Amman 


By Dr. Kamel Abu Jaber 


Failure and success 


in Arab-Zionist ‘propaganda’ war 


FROM its earliest days, early in the nineteenth century, modem 
Zionist thought emphasised the important role that Western 
governments could play in realising die Zionist dream of estab- 
lishing a Jewish state in Palestine. From Napoleon Bonaparte s 
time to the present, the Zionists have continued to work diligently 
to maintain that Western connection, first in the establishment or 
the Zionist state and later in maintaining it. Germany, Bmam, 
France and then the United States continue to be the ; life ^ 01 
Israel. Capable Zionist organisation and dedicated leadership have 
snrrwHp/i not only in influencing decisions in favour of Israel, but 
in some cases, as in the United States, in capturing the heart and 
the mind of the peoples of the West. ^ 

While working on establishing and refining the'ir influence in me 
West, the Zionists did not neglect their connections elsewhere in 
the world at large, nor did they slacken their efforts in Palestine 
itself. Like it or not, their dedication, organisation, leadership and 
methodology are very impressive indeed. So impressive 10 net vat 
they should have become a model for the Arabs to follow, whicn, 
sadly, has not been the case. On the contrary, whether in battle or 
in propaganda, we continue in our confused disarray almost 
leaderiess while they continue to win political, military, economic 

and propaganda battles every day. . , 

Almost every Arab leader knows, or should know that ine 
continuing battle for Palestine is not a military one alone but has 
other dimensions of reality as well: most of ail in cultivating 
influence, and propaganda. From the middle of the nineteenth 
century we should have realised that the initial settlement, really 
colonisation of Palestine, could not have been accomplished 
without outside help to the Zionists. And now. after the passage or 
almost a century and a half, we still do not seem to understand that 


lesson. Now as then, the Zionists remain but the advanced tip ofjbe 
spear that continues to penetrate our life and culture ami land. That 
we have failed, and continue to fail on the battlefield is only 
understandable in view of our stage of development, lack of the 
scientific approach and its applicability, technology. Why are we 
still failing elsewhere; in putting our point of view across to other 
peoples? - 

The question is an important one in at least two respects; First, 
because we are not fighting just the advanced column of Zionist 
colonists in Palestine now, the three and a half million there, but 
the entirety of world Jewry, which through our fault, has captured 
the Western mind and heart, and second, because the question 
must force us to seek answers within ourselves as well. The Arab 
World bas the human talent and the financial resources to combat 
Zionist propaganda in the West and perhaps eventually to tip the 
scale in our favour. Out of the billions of dollars that have already 
been spent, and continue to be spent on conspicuous consumption 
and pleasures some should be earmarked for the prop a ga nd a 
battle. Why this is not done is a puzzle that neither aware Arabs nor 
those who sympathise with their cause throughout the world 
understand. If Arab leaders do not have enough faith in Arab talent 
to accomplish the job, as the case seems to be, then why not hire 
foreign talent to do it? With less than $10 million two or three 
American public relations firms could be hired to explain Arab 
causes in the United States over the next two cur three years. 


and at least we can change 
the Wes 


Why not, especially since we do not seem to be able to fight for 
what is rightfully ours. What do we have to lose? $10 or $20 million 
is the price of but a few tanks or artillery pieces that either are not 
used or improperly used any way. At least we can say that we tried 


the ugly image of us that the Zionists 
have cultivated in the Western .mind. 

From the thirteenth to the fifteenth of February, 1907. I 
participated in a seminar at Syracuse University m the United 
States which was entitled, “Human Rights and Peace in the Middle 
East.” The title of the seminar was fascinating enough but what was 
more fascinating was watching American and Israeli Zionists 
succeeding in deflecting and reducing the issue to that of human 
rights and equating Israeli claims in Palestine, with Arab nghts 
turning it into a battle of “right against right” or “the battle of two 
rights”, as one American Jew stated. 

The battle is not that of right against right but that of might that 
reduced right to a mere shadow of what it once was. In watching the 
psychological battle that raged in the conference 1 was saddened to 
witness another Zionist success, albeit small bit nonetheless 
significant in its implications. Our quest for peace was never 
predicted on the assumption that there was anything just in the 
establishment of Israel, but under the force of the contemporary 
circumstances and our military weakness. The conference left me 
with the feeling that the Zionists may ultimately force us to agree 
that they have been right all along. That is why our battle is as much 
in America and elsewhere in the West as it is here in the Middle 
East otherwise some of the bright Palestinians who argued their 
point forcefully in the conference will continue to feel and stand 
naked and unsupported. In this conference I witnessed how quickly 
the total rejection of just a few years back has collapsed into a 
desperate search for ways to convince Israel to agree to a 
settlement. Though peace is a noble aim the spectacle was a sad 
one. 


Tower report cites ‘major policy mistakes’ by Reagan, aides 

■ ... . _• ^ ■ ■ X_TI - ■ .1-* U 


WASHINGTON — Following 
are highlights from the 282 -page 
“Report of the president's special 
review board” on the clandestine 
sales of U.S. aims to Iran and the 
diversion of some proceeds to 
Nicaragua's contra rebels: 

The arms transfers to Iran and 
the activities of the NSC (Nation- 
al Security Council) staff in sup- 
port of the contras are case stu- 
dies in the perils of policy pur- 
sued outside the constraints of 
orderly process. 

The Iran initiative ran directly 
counter to the administration's 
own policies on terrorism, the 
Iran-Iraq war and military sup- 
port to Iran ... Established proce- 
dures for making national secur- 
ity decisions were ignored ... 

The NSC staff assumed direct 
operational control. The initia- 
tive fell within the traditional 
jurisdictions of the Departments 
of State, Defence and CIA. Yer 
these agencies were largely 
ignored. Great reliance was 
placed on a network of private 
operators and intermediaries ... 
Congress was never notified ... 


Cblonel North apparently work- 
ed largely in isolation, keeping 
first Mr. (Robert) McFarlane and 
then Vice Adm. (John) Poindex- 
ter informed ... 


Failure of responsibility 


The NSC system will not work 
unless the president makes it 
work. 

By his own account ... Presi- 
dent Reagan was deeply commit- 
ted to securing the release of the 
hostages. It was this intense com- 
passion for the hostages that 
appeared to motivate his stead- 
fast support of die Iran initiative, 
even in the face of opposition 
from his secretaries of state and 
defence. 

In his obvious commitment, 
the president appears to have 
proceeded with a concept of the 
initiative that was not accurately 
reflected in the reality of the 
operation ... 

The president’s management 


style is to put the principal re- 
sponsibility for policy review and 
implementation on the shoulders 
of his advisers. Nevertheless, 
with such a complex, high-risk 
operation and so much at stake, 
the president should have en- 
sured that the NSC system did 
not fail him. He did not force his 
policy to undergo the most critic- 
al review of which the NSC parti- 
cipants and the process qfere cap- 
able. At no time.did he insist 
upon accountability and nuance 
review. 

Mr. (Donald) Regan also 
shares in this responsibility. More 
than almost any chief of staff of 
recent memory, he asserted per- 
sonal control over the White 
House staff and sought to extend 
this control to the national secur- 
ity adviser. He was personally 
active in national security affairs 
and attended almost all of the 
relevant meetings regarding the 
Iran initiative. He, as much as 
anyone, should have insisted that 


an orderly process be observed. 

In addition, be especially 
should have ensured that plans 
were made for handling any pub- 
lic disclosure of tbe initiative. He 
most bear primary responsibility 
for the chaos that descended 
upon tbe White House when such 
disclosure did occur. 

Mr. McFarlane appeared 
caught between a president who 
supported the initiative and the 
cabinet officers who strongly 
opposed it. While he made efforts 
to keep these cabinet officers 
informed, the board heard com- 
plaints from some that he was not 
always successful. 

Vice Admiral Poindexter on 
several occasions apparently, 
sought to exclude NSC principals 
other chan the president from 
knowledge of the initiative. In- 
deed on one or more occasions 
Secretary (of State) Shultz may 
have been actively misled by Vice 
Admiral Poindexter ... Poindex- 
ter also failed grievously on the 


matter of contra diversion. Evi- 
dence indicates that (he) knew 
that a diversion occurred ... 

(CIA) Director (William) 
Casey shared a similar reponsfbil- 
ity. Evidence suggests that he 
received information about the 
possible diversion of funds to the 
contras almost a month before 
the story broke (in November 
1986). He, too, did not move 
promptly to raise the matter with 
the president. Yet his responsibil- 
ity to do so was dear ... 

Given the importance of the 
issue ... Secretary Shultz and 
(Defence). Secretary (Caspar) 
Weinberger in particular dis- 
tanced themselves from the- 
march of events. 

Secretary Shultz specially re- 
quested to be informed only as 
necessary to perform his job. 

Secretary Weinberger had ac- 
cess through intelligence to de- 
tails about the operation. 

Aftermath 

The board found evidence that 


immediately following tbe public 
disclosure, the president 


wanted 

to avoid providing too much spe- 
cificity or detail out of concern 
for the hostages soil held in Leba- 
non ... In doing so, be did not. we 
believe, intend to mislead the ... 
public or cover up unlawful con- 
duct. 

... Those who prepared the 
president's suppovting documenta- 
tion did not appear, at least in- 
itially," to share tbe president's 
ultimate wishes. Mr. McFarlane 
described for the board the pro- 
cess used by tbe NSC staff to 
create a chronology that obscured 
essentia] facts. Mr. McFarlane 
contributed to the creation of this 
chronology ... 


Recommendations 


Arms transfers to Iran 


...Two objectives were appa- 
rent from the outset: A strategic 
opening to Iran, and release of 
the U.S. citizens held hostage in 
Lebanon ... 

Whatever the intent, almost 
from the beginning the initiative 
became in fact a series of arnis- 
for-hostages deals. The shipment 
of arms in November, 1985, was 
directly tied to a hostage release 
... the board believes that a 
strategic opening to Iran may 
have been in the national interest 
but that the United States never 
should have been a party to the 
arms transfers ... They could not 
help but create an incentive for 
further hostage-taking ... 


NSC staff support for the 
contras 


It is not dear how Lieutenant 
Colonel (Oliver) North first be- 
came involved in activities in 
direct support of the contras dur- 
ing the period of the congression- 
al ban (1984-86) ... There is no 
suggestion at any point of any 
discussion of Lieutenant Colonel 
North's activities with the presi- 
dent in any forum ... lieutenant 


Israel shown major mover in Iran affair 


By Rodney Pinder 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — Israel played ■ 
a cnidal role in the Iran arms 
operation, assisting at its birth 
and pushing the Americans on 
when they hesitated at crucial 
junctures, a presidential commis- 
sion reported Thursday. 

The panel also quoted White 
House documents as showing 
Israel despatched a ship with cap- 
tured Soviet bloc arms and 
ammunition for U.S.-backed con- 
tra rebels in Nicaragua — and 
recalled it when secrecy was 
breached last November. 

The Jewish state's involvement 
in the Iran scandal was generally 
known almost from the day the 
secret White House dealings were 
exposed last November. But the 
new report provides a wealth of 
authoritative new detail. 

According to one witness cited 
in the 238-page report, even a 
chocolate cake carried to Tehran 
as a gift by U.S. presidential 
envoy Robert McFarlane was 
made in a kosher bakery in Tel 
Aviv. Iranian officials have said it 
was eaten by hungry airport 
guards. 

The anns-for-Iran affair blew 
into a major scandal when the 


White House said profits from 
the sales were diverted to reb els 
“fighting the TeffisF govemme'nt'of ‘ 
Nicaragua. 

The report said Lieutenant 
Colonel Oliver North, a White' 
House aide fired as a result of the 
diversion, was involved in a 
scheme with Israeli Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin in 
September of last year to send 
arms and ammunition to the con- 
tras. 

The United States at that time 
was forbidden by law to provide 
military assistance to the rebels. 

White House documents said 
the Israelis offered the weapons, 
but Rabin told the U.S. State 
Department the idea came from 
North, the report said. 

A ship was sent to Haifa where 
it was loaded by Israeli military 
personnel and left for Central 
America. Rabin told the State 
Department later it was called 
back when it appeared the Iran 
arms story would become public. 

The report drew a broad pic- 
ture of tbe United States manipu- 
lated to a large extent by an Israel 
in pursuit of its own national ' 
interests, as well as by greedy- 
international arms dealers seek- 
ing big profits. 

But it stressed that ultimately 


the superpower bore full respon- 
sibility for its own actions. 

Pr&sftfent "Reagan's commit 
sion on tbe affair, which involved 
arms sales to Iran in hopes of 
freeing American hostages held 
by pro-Iranian groups in Leba- 
non, said its three-month inves- 
tigation had been unable to deter- 
mine dearly whether the U.S. 
decision to open a channel to 
Tehran after six years of hostility 
was an Israeli idea. 

Washington may have asked 
Israel to help or the scheme may 
have been started “by tbe avarice 
of arms dealers,” it said. 

Israel has said 1 it took part at 
U.S. request, motivated solely by 
a desire to help the United States, 
its biggest ally and benefactor, 
when Washington was in difficul- 
ties over the agonizing captivity 
of American citizens in Lebanon. 

Commission member Brent 
Scowcroft told a news conference 
Thursday that knowledge of 
Israel’s role was incomplete as no 
Israelis made themselves avail- 
able for questioning. 

But be added: “There is no 

S uestion that Israel encoinaged, 
did not initiate, this policy and 
that they did whatever they could 
when it appeared to be flagging 
from time to time to renew its 


vigour. 

“I think the problem is that our 

" goals antT the Israeli goals were 
not synonymous, indeed in some 
respects they may have been in 
conflict.” 

The report said there was no 
doubt that shadowy Iranian 
businessman Manucher Ghorba- 
nifar, a major intermediary, was 
pressed on the United States by 
Israel, which assured his bona 
fides. The CIA had branded 
Ghorbanifar as untrustworthy. 

It said that from die genesis of 
the operation at die start of 1985, 
constant consultations took place 
between North and Israel! officials 
including Amiram Nir, counter- 
terrorism adviser to then-Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres, and 
David Kimche, director general 
of the Israeli foreign ministry. 

It said Ghorbanifar and Israeli 
arms dealers Yaacov Ni mr odi 
and Adolph Schwimmer, another 
consultant to Peres, had discus- 
sed in January 1985 using arms 
sales to free U.S. hostages and to 
open a strategic dialogue with 
Iran. 

Saadi Arabian businessman 
Adnan Khashoggi, who “enjoyed 
a spatial relationship with key 
Israeli officials,” also was in- 
volved, tbe report said. 


...A president must at the out- 
set provide guidelines to the 
members of the National 
security councfl and his 
national security adviser ... The 
National Security Council is only 
advisory. It is the president alone 
who decides ... 

... To serve the president well, 
the national security adviser 
should present. his own views but 
he must at the same time repre- 
sent the views of others folly and 
faithfully to the president ... He 
therefore must not use his pro- 
ximity to the president to man- 
ipulate the process so as to pro- 
duce his own position ... The 
national security adviser should 
focus on advice and management, 
not implementation and execu- 
tion. 


... We recommend that each 
administration formulate precise 
procedure for restricted consid- 
eration of coven action and that, 
once formulated, those proce- 
dures be strictly adhered to. 

... It is critical that the line 
between intelligence and advoca- 
cy of a particular policy be pre- 
served if intelligence is to retain its- 
integrity ... We emphasise ... the 
importance of maintaining the 
integrity and objectivity of the 
intelligence process. 

... We do not recommend bar- 
ring limited use of private indi- 
viduals to assist in U.S. diploma- 
tic initiatives or in covert activi- 
ties. We caution against use of 
such people except in very limited 
ways and under dose observation 
and supervision. 
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JORDAN MARKET PLA CE 



if 


<ORFU 

K TAVSJtNA 

The First and Only Greek 
^Restaurant In Jordan 
TONIGHT 

AND EVERY NIGHT 


STM HOUSE 


FOR IMPORTED 
AMERICAN STEAKS 





..ZORBA THE GREEK,. 


LOCATED 

JABAL AMMAN. 2ND CRCLE 

OPP FRENCH LOAF 

T£L 641505 covu , Charge 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 

Ahtiyyah Girls School 

Tain away b avaOabta 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


£ 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 


The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese naming pot is available 

IMto wwyroffriile 

Open {kSyll’QQ- 15-30 
18:00-23:30 


Wadi Saqra Road -near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 > 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese Food 


I 


Korean Bar-B-Q 
rcoal Raming Pot 


Open daily Noon -3 -30 p.m. 
& 6-JO p.m. - midnight 


Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


' CHEN’S v 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
lunch and dinner Friday 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

\ 6:30 - Midnight > 


The Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates & Businessmen 


IIAIMITEL B© ,|j£lfl|Is 

Tel: 6681 93 - Telex 23888 DAROTL 
Sh.neisahi’ Amman 


Luxuriously furnished studio apartments 
To Satisfy Good Taste 


HOTEL ★ APARTOTEL * 
RESTAURANT 


EVERY 

■ DAY n 



PEOPLE WHO NEED 



MAINTENANCE 

SERVICES 


CALL US! 


Electrolux 


P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 


Tel. 604671 


CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


s 




Agents off over th • wortd 

T«l; 9 $4090.660852 
TlXi 22205 BESUCO JO 
NuxetoWwO. 

P<0> Bv* 928W7 
AMMAN JORDAN 


SHAKHSHIR 
Rent A Car 


25% Discount 


1. Short and long terms 

2. Full insurance 

3. Automatic and Air-condi- 
tion cars 

4. Always new cars with 
good service 


Middle East Hotel 

\ Tel: 668958 / 


aramex 


The least expensive 
service for your urgent 
documents and small 
parcels, desk to desk, 
worldwide. 


For a pick up 


Call 664931-664590 / 
Amman 


& 
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Heart pump fashioned from 
muscle holds hope for humans 

Rv Mwihiwl Da<|<U fllMimlhl m/unnn tuixt miinnlii fli pr\ii«vk -»1 m — • — t " 1 


By Michael Roddy 

Renter 

PHILADELPHIA — A revolu- 
tionary heart pump fashioned 
from a patient’s own muscle 
could someday aid thousands of 
people at a fraction of the cost of 
transplants, according to the doc- 
tor who has developed the de- 
vice. 

The device has. been tested in 
laboratory animals, including a 
dog named Bruno who lived 
almost three months with an au- 
xiliary heart pump fashioned 
from his own back muscle. 

Bruno died after dots damaged 
his kidney — a problem that has 
cropped up with other artificial 
heart techniques. 

But Dr. Larry Stephenson of 
the University of Pennsylvania, 
who has collaborated on his re- 
search with Swedish and British 
scientists, said he had several 
possible ways of solving the prob- 
lem, including using an anti- 
coagulant, or blood thinner, to 
prevent dotting. 

Until a week before his death 
last month, Bruno was so peppy 
he could “outrun a cheetah and 
kill a grizzly bear/' Stephenson 
joked during an interview in his 
office. 

The key to the procedure, he 
said, is conditioning muscle from 
the back or some other part of the 
body to behave like heart muscle. 

The procedure, which Stephen- 
son expects to be tested in hu- 
mans within a few years, involves 


surgically moving back muscle to 
a patient's chest. 

There, doctors condition it for 
several weeks and then reshape it 
into an auxiliary pump. Stimu- 
lated by a special pacemaker, the 
pump assists a weak heart in 
circulating blood. 

“It's a tricky, seat device,” 
Stephenson said. 

He predicted his pump could 
potentially benefit hundreds of 
thousands of people with heart 
ailments around the world. 

The device would help infants 
born with defective hearts and 
the thousands of people di- 
agnosed each year to have con- 
gestive heart failure, in which the 
heart is unable to pump enough 
blood and body fluids accumu- 
late. 

Eventually, be said, the proce- 
dure could be done in any local 
hospital, would reduce demand 
for transplants and could be per- 
formed at a fraction of the cost of 
replacing a heart. 

Dr. John Watson, head of the 
devices and technology branch of 
the government’s National Heart 
Lung and Blood Institute in 
Bethesda, Maryland, which had 
funded much of the research, 
cautioned in a telephone inter- 
view with Reuters that use of 
Stephenson's pomp at this point 
was “purely experimental.” 

However, he said work by 
Stephenson and others to make 
one type of musde perform like 
another was a major break- 


through. 

“It's an exciting prospect that 
you can alter the function and 
biochemistry and the shape ... of 
tins tissue and have it perform a 
different function/’ Watson said. 

Stephenson's research comes at 
a time when hopes for some other 
ways to help heart patients have 
dimmed. 


People permanently fitted with 
artifioal mechanical hearts have 
died as a result of blood clotting 
and related ailments. The devices 
are being used primarily as 
“bridges" to keep people alive 
until a transplant donor can be 
found. 

Transplants themselves pose 
problems since donors are scarce 
and there is a risk the recipient's 
body will reject the new heart. A 
transplant also costs about 
$100,000 according to a spokes- 
man for Stanford University hos- 
pital in California, which per- 
formed 63 of the operations last 
year. 

Stephenson said his pump 
would not be rejected since it is 
made of the body’s own tissue 
and should cost “a half to a fifth” 
as much as a transplant. 

To make a pump, Stephenson 
said he uses a musde whose loss 
will not seriously impair move- 
ment In Bruno, he chose a back 
musde, the latissimus dorsi. 
Surgically detached from its 
location, the musde is 


no: 


conditioned inside the body for 
several weeks by subjecting it to 


electrical pulses from the, special 
pacemaker. 

Usually, skeletal muscle shows 
serious fotigue after only a few 
horns of exertion — too short a 
time to be of use as a heart pomp. 
But in a 1986 paper, Stephenson 
wrote that exposing skeletal mus- 
de to “rapid repetitive stimuli” 
before it relaxes “causes the mus- 
de to generate substantial force.” 

He said transformation of 
skeletal musdes into the equiva- 
lent of heart musde was con- 
firmed at Sweden's Karolinska 
Institute and England’s Universi- 
ty of Birmingham. 

The musde is shaped into a 
pouch lined with goretex, a synth- 
etic material often used in surgery 
to replace blood vessels, linked to 
key blood vessels, and stimulate 
by a pacemaker to pump in 
rhythm with the heart 

Stephenson said that of five 
dogs fitted with the pumps, two 
died when connectors failed and 
one died of an infection. Clotting 
cropped up in the two others, 
inducting Bruno, but be said final 
lab tests were not yet available 
and it was not yet dear if the 
pumps had caused the problem. 

He noted that the pumps had 
continued working in all the 
animals until their deaths. 

“The worst thing that could 
have happened would have been 
if the heart had stopped,” 
Stephenson said. ‘Then it would 
have been back to the drawing 
board.” 


Dutch planning to legalise brothels 


X 


Paul Verschuur 

'k Associated Press 


AMSTERDAM - After 
centuries of tolerating prostitution 
as a necessary evil, the Dutch are 
proposing to at least make it more 
businesslike. The government 
wants to license and control 
brothels. 

Since the early 1970s, the sale 
of sex has been legal in The 
Netherlands. Major cities have 
red ligh’t districts where' 
prostitutes advertise themselves 
from behind shop windows. The 
" Walletjes’* (the walls) district in 
Amsterdam's historic port area is 
one of Europe's most famous 
showcases for the trade. 

Members-only sex clubs cater 
to high-income clientele and 


advertise in newspapers and on 
billboards. 

However, a current municipal 
law makes it illegal to provide a 
place for the practice of 
prostitution .or to procure 
customers for a prostitute. 

rhisselectivelyenforced ban on 
giving others the “opportun fty” to 
practise prostitution is the chief 
means that city hall uses to close 
houses of prostitution that are 
deemed public nuisances, usually 
because neighbours complain of 
loitering and vagrancy. 

Under the new legislation, 
organised prostitution would be 
recognised as a legitimate 
business, opening the way for 
municipal officials to impose 
tighter control over the 
muitimillion-guilder (dollar) 


industry. In Amsterdam alone it is 
thought to employ at least 2.0UU 
people, out of a population of 
680.000. 

The new law, expected to pass 
easily and take effect next year, 
would abrogate a 1911 ban on 
pimping. It would be illegal only if 
done “by force ... by threatening 
the use of force ... or by abusing 
any authority that stems from the 
actual relationship” between a 
prostitute and her protector. 

However, police say pimping is 
not a widespread practice here, 
and point out that the new 
opportunities for regulating the 
sex industry are a more significant 
aspect of the statutory change. 

Amsterdam practises what it 
calls a “toleration policy," 
allowing prostitution in 


established red light districts as 
long as the houses are sanitary and 
safe. 

Licensing those brothels would 
allow local authorities to set 
official standards for sanitary 
conditions, public order and "the 
safety and health of the 
prostitute.” Mayor Ed van Fhijn 
said in a recent report 
recommending the legislation to 
the city council. 

'.‘Contracts can be made 
between the brothel-keeper and 
the prostitute, which can lead to a 
less-dependent position of the 
prostitute," the report said. 

“We are not aiming for more 
intensive 'controls over the 
prostitutes, but ... over the 
brothels.” said Jan Visser of the 
De Graaf Foundation. 


JTV Channel 2 Preview 


Sat. — Feb- 28, 1987 Mon. — March 2, 1987 

8:30 Music Box 8:30 Executive Stress 


9:30 Dad’s Army 


930 W illiam The Conqueror 


10:20 Feature Film 
O Lucky Man! 


New Mini Series 


Starring: 

Malcolm McDowell 
Arthur Lowe 
Helen. Mirren 


The story of a salesman trying to 
rise in a modern society fill] of 
shame and corruption. 


Sun. — March 1, 1987 

830 Who’s The Boss 


9:10 Doc. — The Day the 
Universe Changed. 


The seventh in a series of ten 
programmes written and pre- 
sented by James Burke (LTC) 
illustrating the development of 


illustrating the development of 
Western knowledge. This prog- 
ramme looks at the rise of mod- 


At the dawn of the Eleventh 
Century, in a world where wraith 
and lineage mattered more than 
courage or intelligence, an un- 
wanted child was bom. Named 
William, his birth would change 
die course of history. He would 
one day overcome every obstacle 
to take the Crown of England and 
become known as William the 
Conqueror, the most powerful 
Sovereign in Western Europe. As 
King, William discovers that 
there is an awful price to be paid 
for absolute power. An exquisite 
production film ed entirely on 
location, this powerful dramatic 
look at history stunningly com- 
bines the best elements of film 
with fascinating insights into the 
colour and often dangerous world 
of the eleventh century. 


10:20 Fresno 


era medicine and its surprising 
relationship with the invention of 
statistics, which doctors used to 
validate the efficacy of diagnoses 
and treatments. In particular it 
examines how bacteriology put 
the patient on a microscope slide 
and brought about a world in 
which even healthy human beings 
were reduced to statistics. 


Toe. — March 3, 1987 

8:30 No Place Like Home 
You'D Never Walk Alone 


Arthur's hope of enjoying some 
peace and quiet, now that his 
children are grown np, are 
dashed by his family's refusal to 
leave him alone. 



10:20 Spearfidd's Daughter 


9:00 Varieties 


Starring: 

Christopher Plummer 
Nancy Mnrcband 
Kim Braden 
Steve RaBsbacfc 


10:20 The Fourth Arm 


Feature film — The Salamander 
It provides the focal point for this 
series of six documentary prog- 
rammes, which takes an optimis- 
tic look at an otherwise frighten- 
ing and depressing subject. 


Wed. — March 4, 1987 

830 Three’s Company 


10:20 Captain and The Kings 
Best Seller 


— Thors, at 1030 
rious death of General Pan- 
taleone touches off a chain of 
events which intelligence expert 
Coloael Dante Matucri and his 
associate Stefanelli are called to 
investigate. There is only one 
small due — a visiting card bear- 
ing the crest of a Salamander. 


Qeo Spearfield, a driven and 
dynamic journalist, fights her way 
to the top of a very competitive 
industry and has to struggle to 
stay there. Drawn into the major 
political upheavals of the decade, 
the defiant daughter of one of 
Australia's leading politicians 
pursues her stories around the 
world. From the dvil strife of 
Belfast to war-tom Vietnam, she 
risks her life to get the story. And 
she risks a life alone. Unable to 
accept her passionate commit- 
ment to her job, fellow journalist 
Tom Border marries another 
woman while Qeo is pursued by 
the powerful tycoon, Lord Jack 
Craze. Battling for her career and 
the man she loves, Qeo Spear- 
field is dedicated, determined 
and, ultimately, triumphant. 


9:10 New Doc. — A Gentle 
Way With Cancer 


Thur. — March 5, 1987 

8:30 Paul Daniels Magic Show 


Fri. — March 6, 1987 


Outside orthodox medicine there 
has been a wave of criticism from 
fringe practitioners who argue 
that man is an amalgam of body, 
mind and spirit mule medical 
science has made spectacular 
gains in treating purely physical 
ailments, it has been less success- 
ful in treating other diseases — 
cancer in particualr — where the 
root causes lie as much in die 
min d and spirit as in the body. In 
the last few years, this philosophy 
has led to the establishment of a 
number of clinics where holistic 
medicine is practised in the fight 
against cancer. One of these is 
the Bristol Cancer Help Centre. 


9:10 Remington Steele 
Steele of Approval 


830 Throb 
The Party 


10:20 Feature Film 
The Salamander 


The employee of “Throb” agree 
to give a party at Sandy's house. 
During the party, Zack discovers 
that he reallv loves her. 


Starring: 


9:10 Falcon Crest 


Anthony Qtrimi 
Franco Nero 
Martin Balsam 


10:20 Paradise Postponed 


The story, from the pen of Morris 
West, one of the world's greatest 
story-tellers, is set in Italy against 
a background of high society, 
politics and finance. The myste- 


LesHe Titmuss denies Charlotte's 
involvement in CND. Fred re- 
fuses to help with the court case. 
Simon MaUard-Greene tries to 
blackmail Fred. Arthur Nubble 
gives Fred a vital piece of evi- 
dence. 




Slplja Hraltf) Sc tfitntffi Center 


Exercising, sports and physical training cannot prolong your life but can certainly help you enjoy it 
You cannot stop practicing because you have become old, but you would become old if you 
stopped exercises 

Body fitness is the joy you have been looking for 



Fitness centres have been set up to create a suitable sports 
atmosphere for people of all ages and from both sexes. This 
is based on the principle that sports activities are the most 
effective and soundest means of attaining physical fitness 
and at the same time maintaining a sound mind in a sound 
and healthy body. 


In accordance with directives from His Majesty 
King Hnssein and his government on involving the 
private sector in shouldering responsibility for the 
construction and development of the country, the 
Alpha Centres Company has embarked on a 
leading role in shouldering this responsibility in 
aD fields and in contributing to the construction of 
the Kingdom. 


work on a scientific baas and 
also due to the shortage of 
training programmes in sports 
for individuals under sound and 
skilled supervision. This centre, 
with its modern equipment, 
hopes to provide the proper 
means of meeting the demand. 


For this reason the Alpha 
Health and Fitness Centre is 
considered one with signifi- 
cant importance — de- 
signed to provide health, 
physical and social benefits 
to the largest possible sec- 
tor of the community. 

This centre will provide the 
chance for all its members 
to fully benefit from all the 
available facilities and mod- 
em scientific equipment at 
its disposal and will also 
offer specially prepared sci- 
entific programmes aimed 
at building body fitness. 
Alpha Health and Fitness 


Centre continues to be the 
meeting place for ail intel- 
lectuals and scholars in this 
country. 


In order to shed more light on 
this unique centre, the following 
interview was conducted with 
■the centre's director, Mr. Faisal 
Malhas: 


Question: What Is the aim 
of establishing this centre? 


Question: What are the ser- 
vices which this centre 
offers to Its members? 

Answer: These services are 
wide and varied, but l can give 
you an outline of some of them: 
This centre has a lawn tennis 
court (with artificial grass, the 
first in Jordan), a gymnasium 
hall also the first of its kind in the 
country providing up to date 
body fitness equipment such as 
electronic devices used for 
training in running, electronic 
cycling equipment, electronic 
rowing facilities, together with 
computerised programmes 
specially prepared for this cen- 
tre to serve its objectives, in 
addition, the centre has a spe- 
cial area for free activity, equips 
ped with a cushioned floor that 
can prevent injuries. 

We also have a Turkish bath 
(sauna) Jacuzzi, a room for 



nasium hall caters for the needs 
of every individual, enabling him 
to acquire proper fitness 


according to his age. The sauna 
aths 


massage equipped with up to 
date facilities, in addition to 
other services like a cafeteria, a 
summer balcony, free car parks 

etc 

Question: What are the 
health benefits of this 
centre? 

Answer: This centre first con- 
ducts a general appraisal of the 
member's body fitness and in 
the light of the results it can 
work out a proper training prog- 
ramme for him or her. The gym- 


and Jaccuzi baths help the 
muscles relax and stimulate the 
circulation. This centre also 
helps people to conduct their 
social activities in a relaxed 
manner after the routine work of 
the day, enabling people to 
enjoy exercises that are most 
beneficial for their health. Our 
centre and its services enable 
you to bear the daily pressure of 
life and carry on with your duty 
while enjoying perfect health 
and so effectively contribute to- 
wards serving this country and 
its society. 

Question: Has the centre a 


qualified staff to carry out 
this work? 

Answer All the centre's training 
programme are being set under 
the supervision of qualified 
coaches and instructors. The 
centre also has a qualified staff 
to supervise other sen/ices to 
the members. 

Question: Do you have a 
defined system for sub- 
scriptions and other re- 
lated matters? 

Answer: I would like to point out 
that a member should obtain a 
medical report from the centre’s 
physician provided within the 
subscription arrangement. As to 
membership, it has been classi- 
fied into three categories: Gold, 
silver and bronze and the sub- 


scription is for three months, six 
months and 12 months, it can 
be through a large or small 
family subscription arrange- 
ment or individually. There is 
another form of subscription for 
lawn tennis and another for, 
massage sauna and Jaccuzi 
and the Turkish steam bath. Ail 
this has been arranged to offer 
the chance for everyone to be- 
nefit from the centre’s activities 
and sen/ices. 


Answer We were prompted to 
set up the Alpha Health and 
Fitness Centre due to a lack of 
sufficient centres and health 
clubs which are practicing their 



Enjoying 
life is 
complete 

with 

physical 

fitness 


I would like to point out that 
women have a separate service 
conducted by specialised 
female assistants at different 
timetables from those of men 
who are served by male assis- 
tants. The centre also welcomes 
members and their guests 
separately. 



— The Alpha Health and Fitness Centre is 
at the service of the Jordanian public. 






Address: 


Alpha Health and Fitness Centre 
Amman - The Tower Building - Sixth floor 


Jabal Amman 
Tel: 658641-658649 



/ 


ui.1 
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Nystrom, Shriver upset in 
Int’l Players Championship 


Schumacher stripped of 
West German captaincy 

DS'lKTfc.r /T>\* ni HU MU • J. 


KEY BISCAYNE, Florida (R) — Unseeded Paolo 
Cane of Italy upset eighth-seeded Joaldm Nystrom of 
Sweden 6-1, 6-3, 6-7, 6-3 to reach the third round of 
the $1.8 million International Players Cham- 
pionship. 

American Pam Shriver was a fifth and ninth game to win the 
notable upset victim in womens' second set 6-3. 
action as 15-year-old compatriot Nystrom played more pa tiently 
Mary Joe Fernandez toppled the in the third set. winning it in a 
fifth seed 6-3, 6-4 to advance to tie-breaker 7-3. But Cane broke 
[he third round. Nystrora’s serve three rimes in 

The top four women seeds — the fourth set and only lost his 
Martina Navratilova. Chris Evert serve once to win it 6-3. 


American Pam Shriver was a fifth an 
notable upset victim in womens' second 
action as 15-year-old compatriot Nysti 
Mary Joe Fernandez toppled the in the 
fifth seed 6-3, 6-4 to advance to tie-brea 
the third round. Nystror 

The top four women seeds — the fou 
Martina Navratilova, Chris Evert serve o 
Lloyd. Steffi Graf, and Hana N . 
Mandlikova — were all straight . , 

set winners, 

Fourth-seeded Yannick Noah 
of France, a 6-7, 4-6. 6-3. 64, 7-5 
winner over Javier Sanchez of 01 * 
Spain, also advanced Thursday 
along with fifth seeded Mats once in 
Wilander of Sweden, who elimin- Noah 
ated American Greg Holmes 64, tier, in 
64, 3-6, 6-3. back-hi 

Third-seeded Boris Becker of bouncet 
West Germany was forced to out of 
withdraw from the tournament Frenchr 
when he suffered intenstinal dis- set 7-5 c 
comfort and entered a hospital as Sand 
for treatment. long. 

Cane blitzed Nystrom in the Secor 
.first set 6-1, surrendering only ofSwed 
seven points. The 21-year-old lta- ed doul 
lian broke Nystrom's serve in the America 

European league roundu 


Noah was frustrated by San- 
chez' serve-and- valley tactics as 
the Spaniard won the first two 
serves 7-6. 64. Noah picked up 
his game, winning the next two 
sets 6-3, 64 by breaking Sanchez 
once in each set. 

Noah broke Sanchez, a quali- 
fier. in the tenth game with a 
back-hand passing shot that 
bounced off the net and landed 
out of Sanchez 1 reach. The 
Frenchman closed out the fifth 
set 7-5 on bis second match point, 
as Sanchez hit a back-hand return 
long. 

Second-seeded Stefan Edberg 
of Sweden, the world's top-rank- 
ed doubles player, cruised past 
American Scott Davis 6-3, 7-5, 


64 and tenth-seeded Tim Mayot- 
te of the United States defeated 
countryman Dan Goldie 7-5, 7-5, 
6-3 in other men's second round 
action. 

Shriver, who lost in the first 
round here last year, served poor- 
ly the entire match. Fernandez, 
coached by Australian Fred Stol- 
le, broke Shriver’s serve five 
times in the first set and held her 
own serve once to win the set 6-3. 

“I knew if 1 returned well I'd 
give her a good match. She was 
having some problems with her 
serve because of the wind, but it 
was the same for both of us," said 
Fernandez, who compared this 
victory to her win at the French 
Open over West German Claudia 
Kohde-Kilsch, ranked ninth in 
the world. 

Fernandez broke Shriver three 
more times in the second set, 
which she won 64. Shriver felt 
her main weapon, her big first 
serve, let her down. 

“I broke her serve the same 
amount of times as last week, 
when I beat her 6-2, 6-1. I don't 
remember when I've broken 
serve five times in two sets and 
lost the match," Shriver said. “I 
could not control my toss. I felt 
terrible.” 


BONN (R) — West German 
World Cup goalkeeper Harald 
“Toni" Schumacher, whose 
allegations that fellow players 
take dope have rocked the soccer 
world, was stripped of the cap- 
taincy of the national team. 

The West German football fed- 
eration (DFB) said in a statement 
that Schumacher, 32, had also 
been dropped from a national 
squad training session next week. 

The statement issued Thursday 
said the DFB would deride next 
week whether to take any further 
measures against Schumacher for 
bringing the sport into disrepute. 
The internationally-respected 
goalkeeper made the drugs claims 
in an autobiography due to 
appear next month. 

The statement followed a 
meeting between national team 
manager Franz Beckenbauer, 
who is sharply criticised in the 
book, Starting Whistle, and DFB 
Chief Hermann Neuberger. 

Schumacher had already been 
dropped by bis dub Cologne for 
its match next Saturday against 
Eintracht Frankfurt. 

He said in an interview con- 
ducted before the DFB decision 
that he stood by the allegations. 
He said it had been necessary to 
make them in order to prevent a 
tragedy. 

“These things had to be talked 
about before the day comes when 


we see a player fail over dead on 
the pitch," Schumacher was 
quoted as saying in the newspap- 
er Die .Welt. 

He dismissed speculation that 
he might be dropped item the 
national team altogether and said 
he did not regret the doping 
claims. “The main thing I wanted 
to make clear in my book was 
that dope-taking goes on in the 
Bundesliga. That is the truth and 
it bad to be made public," he 
said. 

He welcomed news that Col- 
ogne is to carry out doping tests 
on members or the team playing 
Frankfurt on Saturday and said 
the book had been worthw hile if 
it led to stricter controls. 

Schumacher, who admitted he 
experimented with pep pills, said 
in the book that there was “a 
tradition of doping" in the Bun- 
desliga. 

He said that as a young player 
he regularly drove six experi- 
enced players in the Cologne 
team to a local doctor to collect 
pills or receive performance- 
boosting injections. 

He said certain internationals 
took dope including one Munich 
player nicknamed “the walking 
pharmacy." 

Beckenbauer has bitterly criti- 
cised Schumacher’s book and one 
former Cologne star has 
threatened to sue the goalkeeper. 


French emerge from 2-month hiatus 


India-Pakistan cricket test 
ends in 10th successive draw 


LONDON ( R) — Having spent 
the past two months luxuriating 
in warmer climes such as Togo, 
Senega] and the Antilles. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 
ROMERO’S 
The Italian 

Restaurant 

starting March 1, 1987. will be 
open everyday of the week in- 
cluding 

SUNDAYS 

PINOYS-DINUGVAN 

BUKAS 

Tel: 644227 
Near the Egyptian & 
American embassies 


France's footballers should be 
flaunting enviable suntans when 
the league season resumes this 
weekend. 

Not surprisingly, the unpre- 
cedented long winter break was 
been a resounding success. The 
sports daily L’Equipe asked 100 
players what they thought of the 
experiment — which will be repe- 
ated next season — and 87 gave it 
their unequivocal approval. 

Unlike even the poor specta- 
tors. the other 13 presumably 
enjoy being exposed to the wind, 
rain and snow. 

Bordeaux, France's last Euro- 
pean representative, prepared for 
the resumption of the league and its 
Cup Winners' Cup quarter-final 
with Torpedo Moscow against 
British opposition. 

And although it was beaten at 
home by English League leader 
Everton and in Scotland by Glas- 


gow Rangers, Bordeaux will be 
the most serious threat to First 
Division pacesetters Marseilles in 
the second half of the season. 

Bordeaux, two points behind 
Marseilles, returns to work 
against seventh-placed Nantes, 3- 
0 winners at home when the clubs 
met earlier in the season and 
fresh from a short tour of Argen- 
tina. 

Marseilles' renaissance under 
former national team manager 
Michel Hidalgo and team chief 
Gerard Banide was one of the 
delights of 1986. and it should be 
quickly back to its winning ways 
against visiting Rennes, the bot- 
tom club. 

Monaco's expensively assem- 
bled squad made a dreadful start 
to the current season but had 
risen to third place/ one point 

behind Bordeaux, by the time of 

mamtaijfthe praui^ theJop U.S. bOXCTS Stripped Of titleS 

two by beating mid-table Brest at NEW YORK (AP) — Michael 


JAIPUR, India (AP) — India 
and Pakistan played out their 
19th successive drawn test and 
rival captains blamed the pitch 
for “boring draws.” 

India was 114 for 2 in its 
I second inning? when the skip- 
pers decided to call it a day 
Thursday after the 10th manda- 
tory over was bowled in the third 
test of the current five-test series. 

Earlier Pakistan was all out for 
341 in its first innings in reply to 
India's 465 for 8 declared.. 

“I am hoping the tracks at 
Ahmedabad and Bangalore will 
assist bowlers which will make 
some exciting cricket," Pakistan 
skipper Imran Khan said. “No- 
body like to see boring draws." 

“I do not see how either team 
can dismiss the other twice in the 
easy wickets we have had in this 


series,” said Indian skipper Kapil 
Dev. 

The traditional rivals, who 
have not played a decisive test 
since the fifth test of the 1982-83 
series in Lahore, Pakistan, will 
battle again in the fourth test at 
Ahmedabad from March 4-9 and 
the final test at Bangalore March 
13-18. 

The highlights of the third test 
were- the presence of Pakistani 
President Zia U1 Haq, who wit- 
nessed the game on Sunday,' and 
a century by Rameez Raja, his 
second in test cricket 

The last two days of play were 
dominated by controversy, trig- 
gered when Pakistani alleged that 
Indian groundsmen trying to re-' 
pair a rain-soaked field had doc- 
tored the pitch with sawdust to 
help bowlers. 







home. f 

West German League leader 
Hamburg S V faces a stern test on 
Saturday when it travel to Wer- 
der Bremen. Hamburg broke one 
point clear of champion Bayern 
Munich in the first match after 
the winter break when it beat 
Bontssia Monechengladbach 3-1. 

Seventh-placed Werder, runner 
up last season, crashed 5-1 away 
to Nuremberg last week but will 
not willingly surrender its 43- 
match unbeaten home record. 


Spinks was stripped of his Inter- 
national Boxing Federation world 
heavyweight title for refusing to 
fight top-ranked contender Tony 
Tucker, EBF President Robert W. 
Lee said. 

The action was taken after a 
vote by the IBFs dhampionship 
committee, a seven-member in- 
ternational body, on Thursday. 

It was the second such action 
taken in two days. On Wednes- 
day. World Boxing Association 
President GiLberto Mendoza 


TO THOSE WHO WISH TO SELL USED 
FURNITURE 

We are ready to buy all kinds of your used furniture 
for further information call tel: 818805 

Bayader Wadi Al Seer — Garty for furniture 


announced that undisputed world 
middleweight champion Marvel- 
lous Marvin Hagler had been 
stripped of his WBA title for not 
fighting the no. 1 contender. 
Hagler still holds the World Box- 
ing Council and IBF titles. 

In a statement released by the 
IBFs office in Newark, New 
Jersey, Lee said the vacant title 
would be filled in an “immediate 
elimination series” between 
Tucker and no. 2 contender, 
James “Buster"' Douglas. The 
winner will defend the title within 
six months against Carl "Truth” 
Williams, Lee said. 

Spinks bad been scheduled to 
defend his title against the winner 
of the bout between WBA cham- 
pion James “Bonecrusher’'£mith 
and Mike Tyson, the WBC cham- 
pion, in the culmination of a 
heavyweight unification series. 


Liverpool reaches 
Littlewoods final 

LONDON (AP) — Liverpool 
.player-manager Kenny Dalglish, 
one week short of his 36th birth- 
day and starting a game for the 
first time sinceDec. 26, inspired 
his team to a 3-0 victory over 
Southampton and a place in the 
final of English Littlewoods Cup 
soccer competition, also known 
as die League Cup. 

Dalglish, who selected himself 
only because several regulars in 
his squad were either injured or 
suspended, ended Southampton's 
brave challenge for a place at 
Wembley by scoring Liverpool’s 
second goal 15 minutes from 
time. 

The first leg of the semifinal at 
Southampton two weeks ago en- 
ded 0-0 and for the opening half 
of the return match at Liverpool, 
played in a snowstorm, the visitor 
defended in depth and battled 
hard in midfield. 

But 21 minutes into the second 
half, Irish international Ronnie 
Whelan broke the deadlock and 
nine minutes later, Dalglish 
curled a superb shot round Eng- 
land goalkeeper Peter Shilton for 
Liverpool’s second. 

The third goal came seven mi- 
nutes from the end from Danish 
intrnational Jan Molby, earning 
Liverpool a place in the final at 
Wembley on April 5, its eighth 
domestic cup final appearance in 
10 years. 

Liverpool's opponent will be 
either Arsenal or Tottenham 
Hotspur, who play their semifin- 
al. second leg on Sunday with 
Tottenham holding a 1-0 advan- 
tage from the first meeting 
against its arch north London 
rival. 


Hungary’s Portisch 
stops Short’s 
streak in chess 

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP) — 
Nigel Short's winning streak in 
the Reykjavik International 
Chess Tournament was halted for 
the first time when Lajos Portisch 
of Hungary forced the Briton to a 
draw in the seventh round. 

But Short, who won all his 
games in the six previous rounds, 
kept his overall lead in the 11- 
round contest with 6.5 points. 

Portisch, playing white, put up ■ 
a Strong challenge Thursday night, 
"and short, '"playing the so-called 
stone fence variant of the Hunga- 
rian defence, found himself under 
pressure. Portisch offered him a 
draw after 21 moves and three 
hours of play and Short accepted. , 

Portisch, Jan Timman of The 
Netherlands, wbo drew his 
seventh-round game with Helgi 
Olaffson of Iceland, and Mikhail 
Tai of the Soviet Union, who beat 
Viktor Korchnoi, were in j'oint 
second place in the points league 
with 4.5 each. 

Korchnoi, who defected from 
the Soviet Union in 1976 and now 
plays for Switzerland, was in third 
place with four points. 

The seventh round ended with 
a total of eight of the 12 grand- 
masters taking part in the tourna- 
ment settling for a draw. 


SEE THE SEA ON ICE 

Uncomparable 
RICH FISH MENU Dinner 

Comprising of A Variety, of 

FRESH SEA FOOD 

From the 

ARABIAN GULF & The FAR EAST 
Every Saturday night 
In The ALSAQR Restaurant 
8.000 JD per person. 

Please Reserve In Advance - Tel: 08/51000 


<$& 





FOR 

Furnished apartment (groun 
dining room, kitchen, bath 
furniture. 

Nice location. Seventh Circ 
phone, services, central heat 

Tel: ( 

RENT 

d floor), 2 bedrooms, salon, 
iroom, balcony, very good 

:le, Airport Road, with tele- 
ing, garage and nice garden. 

110523 




BIO-STRATH 


Lunch & Dinner 


International Cuisine 


Tel-821985 


Yeast Tablets 
Health Food Supplement 

- combats fatigue (school fatigue, 
nervousness, spring fatigue, lack 
of concentration) 

- builds up resistance 

- increases physical and mental 
efficiency 

- promotes vitality 

Nothing is added 

only goodness goes in 




SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Jordan, Syria draw In friendly 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordanian and Syrian national soccer 
teams played to a 1-1 draw in friendly match Friday at Abbassin 
Stadium in Damascus. Jordan scored first with a 7th minute goal 
by Jamal Abu Abed. Syria equalised in the 60th minute through a 
goal by Walid Al Nasser. The friendly match was the second 
played by Jordan in preparation for the qualifying rounds of the 
Olympic Games; the first was with Dynamo Bucharest last 
Sunday. 

Iran beats Kuwait in Olympic match 

DOHA (R) — Iran beat Kuwait 2-1 (halftime 0-0) Friday in the 
first leg of an Olympic soccer qualifying tie. The second leg will be 
played in Doha on March 7. Scorers: Iran — Bijan Taheri (62nd 
min.), Karim Bazi (89th min.). Kuwait — Khaied Shabeed (67th 
min.;. 

Chinese sportsman defects to Turkey 

i 

ISTANBUL, (R)— A Muslim Chinese swimmer who won a gold 
medal at last year’s Asian Gaines has asked Turkey for political 
asylum, police said Friday. They told Reuters Mu La-Ti, 23. made 
the application on Wednesday under his Muslim name. Murat 
Tahir, and it was being considered. Mu is the latest of an 
estimated 100 or more Muslim Chinese from the western province 
of Sinkiang to flee to Turkey in the last decade, Chinese sources 
said. Mu was a member of the Chinese gold medal-winning 4x100 
metres freestyle relay swimming team at the Seoul Asian Games. 

Karpov, Sokolov adjourn chess game 

LINARES, Spain (R) — Soviet grandmasters Anatoly Karpov 
and Andrei Sokolov adjourned the second game of their world 
chess championship eliminator in this southern Spanish town. The 
game, which Karpov opened with a queen's Indian defence, was 
adjourned after 41 moves when the two players exchanged 
bishops. Karpov had earlier declined a draw offered by 23-year- 
old Sokolov after they exchanged queens in the 31st move. 
Karpov. 35, earlier ordered his favourite dock, a Garde model 
made in East Germany, to be flown from Switzerland to Madrid' 
and brought 400 kilometres by taxi to Linares Thursday to replace 
the Spanish clock used in the first game. 

French racer advised against early return 


PARIS (R) — French motor radng driver Jacques Laffite, badly 
injured in a crash last July, has been advised by his doctor to 
postpone a return to Formula One and will have another 
operation next week, the Ligier team said. Laffite, 43. the Doyen 
of Formula One, saw Professor Henri Letournel before joining 
the Ligier squad at the Italian Monza dreuit where the squad is 
testing its new Ligier JS 29-02, powered by an Alfa Romeo 
engine. Laffite broke both shins and his pelvis in a crash at the 
start of the British Grand Prix at Brands Hatch, spent seven 
weeks in a Paris hospital, where he had a 14-hour operation, and. 
has since been having water therapy. 

Becker hospitalised for virus 

KEY BISCAYNE Florida (R) — ■ Boris Becker was in hospital 
suffering from an intestinal virus which forced him to withdraw 
from the SL8~milIion International Players Tennis Cham- 
pionships. Dr. Edward St. Mary, who examined Becker, said 
Becker contracted the virus on Monday and was unable to keep 
food in his system. He said Becker was being treated intravenous- 
ly with a saline solution and should improve quickly. Becker, 
seeded third, pulled out of the tournament Thursday rooming just 
minutes before he was due to play his first-round match against 
unseeded American Derrick Rostagno. 

British networks bar smoke-sponsored 
sports 


LONDON (AP) — Britain's independent television networks 
said they would bar telecasts of sports events promoted by 
tobacco companies. Officials of ITV and Channel 4 said they 
would honour existing contracts but refuse to sign any new ones 
with events backed by cigarettes or other tobacco products. The 
only such event currently under contract to the networks is the 
Silk Cut Challenge single-wicket cricket tournament, with a 
two-year pact on ITV. Cigarette advertising is barred from British 
TV and Radio, but tobacco companies for several years have 
promoted sports events to get their names, advertising logos and 
colours across the airwaves. 

WBC says Honeyghan bout non-title 

MEXICO CITY (AP) — A victory by welterweight champion 
Uoyd Honeyghan over Johnny Bumphus last Sunday has been 
ruled a non-title fight by the World Boxing Council because the 
WBC didn’t sanction the bout. “The main reason for our refusal 
to sanction it is that it was scheduled for L5 rounds, which goes 
against the measures for medical security of our or ganisa tion^” 
tiie WBC said in a statement. The WBC limits its championship 
fights to 12 rounds, unlike other boxing organisations which 
usually go 15. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gpld against the dollar at midday 
on the London foreign, exchange and bullion markets on Friday. 


One sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.5455/65 
1.3222/27 
1.8250/60 
2.0620/30 
• 115365/75 
37.79/83 
6.0750/800 
1300.5/01.5 
153.20/30 
5.4560/620 
6.9800/50 
6.9850/9000 
405.50/406.00 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 

LONDON (R) — Share prices were dull in sluggish late 
business with prices drifting lower on a lack of interest after a 
mixed session, dealers said. 

Better than expected U.K. January trade figures gave prices a 
lift from early weakness around midmornmg. But U.S. data 
showing a rise in the January trade deficit to $14.8 billion made 
investors uneasy over the prospects for the dollar and conse- 
quently the pound and dragged prices from the highs. 

By 1530 GMT Friday, the FTSE 100 index was down 7.3 to 
1,972.9 having been as high as 1,985.8 and as low as 1,967.0. 

Britain had a visible trade deficit of £527 million in January 
after an £887 million shortfall in December, while the current 
account surplus in January was estimated at £73 milli on against a 
revised deficit of £287 milli on in December. 

The banking sector was generally weak on continuing concern 
over the Br azilian debt situation, but Lloyds Bank moved 
against the trend after reporting annual pretax profits of £700 
million compared with last year's £561 million. 

Lloyd's figures were in line with most market forecasts and 
helped lift the shares 7p to 469 after 472. but Barclays died 21p 
.to 508 and Nat West lOp to 587. 


-W -WYOUR daily 

! Horoscope 

from the Carroll Righter Institute M 

FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, FEB. 28, 1987 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: You find this is not the 
day to get involved in new activities. Go along on an 
even keel and bring your deep-seated urges into expres- 
sion now. 

ARIES [Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Quietly eradicate 
whatever is not good for your plan of existence. Be with 
those who help you remain calm. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Contact friends who 
have proven themselves in times of need and show how 
much you appreciate them. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Avoid allies who are 
apt to try to limit you today. You can now handle a civic 
duty you have neglected. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) It’s not a 
good day to do whatever is annoying to you, so concen- 
trate on releasing tension. 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 21) Forget about romance and 
fun for now and get busy on keeping promises you have 
made. Keep your car running well. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) An associate can be of 
great assistance to you at this time. Get your heads 
together and produce results. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to OcL 22) Today is fine for making 
arrangements for a good time later. Take any health 
treatments you need. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Put an added touch 
on whatever you are working on and make it more 
effective and valuable. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Do something 
of a progressive nature. Tonight is fine for having guests 
in and enjoying their company. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Do something dif- 
ferent to your home. Some sight-seeing with friends can 
prove quite interesting. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) You know how to 
show your finest abilities, so get busy on this. Plan to 
be with people you like. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) You know how to make 
your life more interesting now. Do whatever will please 
your mate the most. 

. IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
definitely be a modern age product, but it would be wise 
to teach this one more about conventional, standard 
principles. Upon reaching adulthood your progeny will 
be able to communicate with almost anyone, but don't 
forget about a fine education. 


THE Daily Crossword *0™™, 


ACROSS 
1 Secure 
5 Indian VIP 
10 Maaticata 
MCoLsufaJ. 

15 iUw joyous 

16 Meta- 

17 Prepare tor 
ballta 

20 Keats product 

21 No part 

22 Ship deck 

23 Framework 
25 CaUber 

27 Aipfcie abode 
29 Abased 

33 One marked 
by (allure 

34 — Mason 

35 SiBmorm 

36 Skjhts along 
the Thames 

37 AppeBatkm 

38 Fed 

39 Hate) totters 

40 Pith helmet 

41 Deer 

42 KMdwn ga dget 

44 Urban areas 

45 Max or Buddy 
48 Persian 

prophet 

47 Taka an oath 

saTeontteei 
song 
51 Newt 



Arab aluminium producers face 
difficult year, GOIC chief says 


DOHA (R) — Gulf Arab alumi- 
nium producers face a difficult 
year amid fierce competition and 
the growing use of alternative 
products, a leading industry offi- 
cial said. 

Mr. Mohammad Hisham Kha- 
wajkiah, director of the Qatar- 
based Gulf Organisation for In- 
dustrial Consulting (GOIC), said 
lower energy prices had undercut 
die competitiveness of Gulf pro- 
ducers. 

He told Reuters after a meet- 
ing of aluminium executives from 
Bahrain. Dubai, Kuwait, Saudi 
Arabia and Iraq: “The difficulty 
facing the industry... steins in 
part from the fall in oil and gas 
prices in the past year." 

Mr. Khawajkiah said a drop of 
more than 60 per cent in crude oil 
prices in the past 14 months had 
led to an almost parallel decline 
in gas prices. 

Gulf producers traditionally 
have bad access to cheap supplies 


of gas, a major energy source for 
aluminium smelting. Ibis bad 
given the region a strong com- 
petitive edge over other world 
manufacturers until the sharp fall 
in prices. 

The major Gulf producers are 
in B ahrain and Dubai — Alumi- 
nium Bahrain (Alba) and Dubai 
Aluminium Co. (Dubai) — while 
the emirate of Umm AJ Quwain 
is considering setting up a plant, 
with possible annual capacity of 
240,000 tonnes. 

Mr. Khawajkiah said other ma- 
jor problem facing Gulf produc- 
ers included increased industry 
use of alternative products, parti- 
cularly of polymers available in 
flexible and rigid forms. But he 
said the Gulf industry could still 
branch out. 

“Our principal aim is to 
achieve integration by boosting 
the finished al umini um industry, 
helping to absorb primary alumi- 
nium produced in the region and 


reduce reliance on foreign mar- 
kets for finished products,” he 
said. 

The Gulf region, with total 
output of about 330,000 tonnes 
per year of primary aluminium, 
still imports 40 per cent of its 
needs in finished products. 

Mr. Khawajkiah said plans to 
boost output at both Alba and 
Dubai, plus the start-up of Uuun 
A1 Quwain, could increase re- 
gion's output within five years to 
an annual level of about 550,000 
tonnes. 

The region imports at present 
about 650,000 tonnes per year of 
alumina — the basic ingredient 
for smelting. 

The meeting of industry repre- 
sentatives in Doha considered 
setting up a regional training cen- 
tre and ways to cut labour costs 
through a gradual reduction of 
foreign workers from the esti- 
mated total Gulf aluminium 
workforce of 32,000. 


King Fahd stresses need 
to keep oil price stability 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — King Fahd. of Saadi Ara- 
bia, in remarks published in Riyadh Friday, stressed 
the importance of maintaining the stability of oil 
prices. 


Argentina freezes wages and prices 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — Presi- 
dent Raul Alfonsin’s government 
Thursday announced a freeze of 
wages and prices to bring a halt to 
a surge in prices 20 months into 
an Argentine anti-inflation prog- 
ramme. 

The package of measures to cut 
.short a sharp increase in prices 
over the past two months also 
included a 6.1 per cent devalua- 


tion of the national currency as of 
Friday, a 15 per cent increase in 
the price of petrol and a one-time 
salary adjustment. 

“This is, of course, an 
emergency measure, which only 
aims at deactivating the general- 
ised indexation of prices," Eco- 
nomy Minister Juan Sourrouille 
said in a speech broadcast nation- 
wide. 


S. Korea to set up aid fund to 
support developing nations 


SEOUL (AP) — In wbat was 
described as a first for South 
Korea, the government has de- 
cided to create a fund to support 
the economic development of de- 
veloping countries, finance minis- 
try officials said Thursday. 

The fund, projected at 60 bil- 
lion won (about $70 million), 
would be established in April, the 
officials said. 

So for, 27 developing countries 
in Africa, Latin America and 
South East Asia have expressed 
an interest in financial aid from 
South Korea for economic de- 
velopment projects, the officials 
said. 

The fond will be managed by 
the Export-Import Bank of 
Korea. Interest rates, repayment 
periods and other conditions have 
not been determined. 

South Korea's rapidly growing 
curreot account surplus, expected 
to reach $7 billion this year, 
apparently led to the decision to 
create the fund. The country's 
foreign exchange holdings in- 
cresed to $8 billion early this 
year. 

Seoul may appreciate 
won by six per cent 

South Korea has also decided 
to appreciate the won against the 
U.S. dollar by six per cent by the 
end of this year 00 a gradual 
basis, the newspaper Hankook 
Dbo reported Thursday. 

The daily quoted unidentified 
government authorities as saying 
that the government reached the 
decision in a belief that such 


action is necessary to ward off 
trade friction with the . United 
States. 

Washington has been pressur- 
ing Korea to buy more American 
goods and appreciate its currency 
to help reduce Korea's growing 
trade surplus with the United 
States, which reached a record 
$7.4 billion last year, up from a 
year ago’s $4.2 billion. 

The Korean won appreciated 
merely 3.2 per cent against the 
dollar in 1986 but otherwise has 
been generally pegged to the dol- 
lar. although the Japanese yen 
. and other major Western curren- 
cies have appreciated much more 
since late 1985. 

Officials at the finance ministry 
claimed no knowledge of the re- 
ported decision, but said that 
setting a range of future apprecia- 
tion seemed unrealistic under a 
floating exchange - rate system 
based on a basket of major trad- 
ing currencies to which Seoul 
subscribes. 

Hankook further quoted the 
authorities as saying that under 
the decision, the won will 
appreciate about two per cent by 
October and another four per 
cent toward the end of this year 
when $1 will be worth about 810 
won, compared with 861.4 won at 
the end of 1986. 

Seoul officials have so far re- 
fused to appreciate the won dras- 
tically on grounds that such ac- 
tion slows down Korean exports, 
thus hurting the countr/s ability 
to pay back its huge foreign debt, 
now estimated at $44.5 billion. 


Mr. Sourrouille said there 
would also be two per cent de- 
valuations in May and June. 

The central bank previously 
bad ordered a banking holiday 
for two days due to wide swings in 
markets on rumours of drastic 
shifts in economic policy. 

The price freeze was being 
implanted 20 months after the 
government first used wage and 
price controls at the start of an 
on-going anti-inflation prog- 
ramme. 

The programme, known as the 
Austral plan, quickly halted an 
inflation that was over 1,100 per 
cent in June 1985. The 1986 
inflation of 80 per cent was the 
lowest annual inflation rate in 12 
years of chronic inflation. 

But m January inflation surged 
ahead at a 7.6 per cent monthly 
rate and economy ministry 
sources said February’s rate was 
expected to total at least six per 
cent. 

Mr. Sourrouille said inflation 
had gradually gathered momen- 
tum again on the strength of 
leap-frogging wage and price in- 
creases that started up after con- 
trols were fifed in mid-1986. 

“The (more profound causes 
behind inflation are found in the 
distortions in the structure of the 
Argentine economy and in the 
lack of balance in the finances of 
the staid," he said. 

He said the 20-month-old anti- 
inflation programme, with the 
help of J short-term corrections, 
aimed at removing those distor- 
tions from the economy. He said 
the government would not use 
recession as a weapon against 
inflation. 

Argentina in January reached 
an agreement with the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) for 
a $1.35 billion standby loan. In 
the agreement it targetted 1987 
inflation at 42 per oent, or three 
per cent monthly. 

An Argentine mission is cur- 
rently in New York seeking a 
$2.15 billion loan from creditor 
banks to help the nation meet 
payments on its $50 billion fore- 
ign debt. 


In an interview with the 
Lebanese weekly magazine AI 
Hawadeth, carried by the official 
Saudi Press Agency (SPA), he 
said: 

“Oil is a strategic commodity 
of importance to the entire world. 
Its price must remain stable as 
much as possible.” 

Oil price rise or fall, he added, 
had to be commensurate with the 
purchasing value of currencies 
required to buy other needs. 

“The dollar enters the equa- 
tion, in one form or another, as it 
is one of foe world’s major cur- 
rencies,” King Fahd was quoted 
as saying. 

. Asked by the magazine about 
Moscow’s wish to establish di- 
plomatic relations with Saudi 
Arabia, the king said: 

“In fact foe visit of the Pet- 
roleum and Mineral Resources 
Minister (Hisham Nazer) to foe 
Soviet Union bad positive results 
and we are carefully studying its 
results in a way to serve (Saudi) 
interests in the economic field." 

Saudi Arabia has no diplomatic 
ties with the Soviet Union and 
strongly opposes the Soviet milit- 
ary presence in Afghanistan. 

The Saudi monarch said foe 
kingdom’s ties with foe United 
States were friendly and historic. 

Traders doubt OPEC’s ability 

Meanwhile, oil traders said 
they were losing faith in OPECs 
ability to control foe market and 
warned there was nothing to pre- 
vent further falls in crude prices, 
which have tumbled by $1.50 a 
barrel this month. 

“There are so many reasons 
why foe price should go down and 
not a single one why it should be 
firm.” said one international oil 
trader in Tokyo. 

Other traders said they saw no 
cause to be bullish, with overpro- 
duction by foe Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC), depressed prices for re- 
fined products and decreasing de- 
mand as the northern hemisphere 
winter ends. 

OPECs December agreement 
to curb output and set official 
prices initially boosted sagging 
world oil prices to its targetted 
$18 from around $14.50, traders 
said. 

But many of foe group’s mem- 
bers are violating their quotas 
and foe resultant oversupply has 
driven down spot prices and 
meant buyers have turned away 
from officially-priced oil in favour 
of spot cargoes, traders said. 

The main internationally- 
traded grades of crude oil are 
currently selling between $15.80 
and $16.00 a barrel, or about $2 
below OPEC’s $18 target. 

Oil analysts say the only 
chance of a price rebound is for 
OPEC to hold an emergency 
meeting as soon as possible and 
agree to reduce production by 
one milli on barrels per day from 


their current ceiling of 15.8 mil- 
lion. 

“I cannot see any sign of a 
turnaround unless OPEC does 
something soon," said one 
Japanese oil trader. 

Bat Indonesian Energy Minis- 
ter Subroio said in Jakarta Thurs- 
day an emergency OPEC meeting 
was not necessary despite the foil 
in crude prices. 

He told Reuters a March 9 
scheduled meeting of OPECs 
price differentials committee in 
Vienna could take care of any 
problems. Indonesia is foe only 
Asian member of OPEC. 

Spot prices staged a partial 
recovery late last week ahead of a 
meeting of foe Gulf Cooperation 
Council, which includes foe four 
Gulf Arab members of OPEC. 

Odl traders anticipated foe talks 
would come up with concrete 
proposals to defend the OPEC 
pact, now under great pressure 
with buyers demanding dis- 
counts, but their failure to do so 
removed the last prop for the 
market, they said. 

Iran and Iraq are finding it 
particularly difficult to sell their 
oil at official prices and Qatar has 
not yet found any buyers for its 
March shipments, industry 
sources said. 

“Most people think the 
Mideast producers can’t stand foe 
pressure — and foe spotlight is on 
Qatar," said one Tokyo trader. 

They have been meeting strong 
resistance from the Japanese who 
are refusing to take oil under 
long-term contracts unless official 
prices are aligned with spot ones, 
traders said. 

“The Japanese have been con- 
spiring to pull foe market down," 
said an international trader in 
Tokyo. 

Representatives from Iran and 
Iraq’s state oil marketing orga- 
nisations are co ming to Tokyo for 
discussions with the oil com- 
panies, industry sources said. 

The question now is which side 
will make concessions and odds 
are currently on foe producers, 
they said. 

“If they are coming it indicates 
they've got something to talk 
about,” said one trader. 

Ecuador seeks adjustment 

In an another development. 
Ecuador is seeking OPEC 
approval to lower foe price it sells 
its o3 for on foe world market, an 
energy official said Thursday. 

Ecuador, which had been sell- 
ing oil recently at $15.25 a barrel, 
is asking OPEC to formally re- 
duce Ecuador's assigned price of 
$17.02 a barrel by at least $1.50, 
Deputy Energy Minister Fernan- 
do Santos said. 

“Lamentably, the price fixed 
by OPEC is too high,” he said at 
a press conference, adding the 
assigned price was causing sales 
problems with regular customers. 

He said Ecuador has asked a 


group price committee to study 
the request in the next couple of 
days. 

Ecuador produces about 
260,000 barrels of oil a day and 
exports roughly 145,000 barrels 
of that. 

U.S. opposes import fee 

On the other hand, members of 
the Arabic and English-language 
news media in the United Arab 
Emirates heard a top U.S. Ener- 
gy Department official say that 
while foe U.S. seeks to maximise 
its energy security, its does not 
support an oil import fee. 

Dr. Alan Larson, deputy assis- 
tant secretary of state for interna- 
tional energy and resources poli- 
cy said, “we oppose an oil im- 
port fee. That is a firm position of 
this administration." Mr. Larson 
answered foe questions of foe 
Abu Dhabi-based journalists 
from Washington during a tele- 
phone interview arranged by the 
U.S. Information Agency. 

On the subject of international 
oil market stability Mr. Larson 
said, “stability can be better cre- 
ated by allowing market forces to 
work more fully and haring gov- 
ernments draw back from in- 
terfering in the market." 

The U.S. government believes 
that commercial arrangements on 
price are going to be negotiated 
between buyers and sellers, he 
said, and these will ultimately be 
dictated by foe laws of supply and 
demand “in end use markets. In 
foe end, the price of a barrel of 
crude oil is going to be deter- 
mined by the products that can be 
produced from it and how much 
people are willing to pay for those 
products." 

Asked about his reaction to 
OPEC’s price stabilisation plan. 
Mr. Larson said it is being watch- 
ed “very carefully." Still, he ex- 
plained that foe oil price and 
production of any country is its 
“sovereign decision." The oil 
market has changed over foe 
years “with much more competi- 
tive pressure in the market than 
there was in the 1970s.” 

To some extent, he explained, 
this “has limited OPEC’s ability 
to control prices." 

The U.S. does have "a very 
deep interest" in the welfare of 
oil producers whether they are in 
America or abroad, according to 
Mr. Larson. He said, however, 
that “over foe long term it isn’t 
going to work to try and set prices 
through some sort of government 
action." All the oil producers are 
going to have “to adjust to a 
more competitive environment" 
where prices “are, perhaps, a bit 
lower" and “may be a bit more 
volatile," Mr. Larson said. 

He said it is useful for the 
United States to have in depth 
discussions with all oil producing 
countries, but that they are “best 
conducted bilaterally." While oil 
producers and consumers need 
each other Mr. Larson con- 
cluded, a balance of interest “is 
best achieved through foe give 
and take of market forces, and 
not through some sort of a politic- 
al arrangement." 
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“No, sir, dying your steak green is 
not the same as becoming a 
vegetarian." 
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LONDON (R) — The centrist Liberal-Social Demo- 
cratic Alliance has dramatically won an important 
parliamentary by-election for a London seat held by 
the main opposition Labour Party for 50 years. 

Rosie Barnes, a 40-year-old nearest rival, Labour candidate 
mother of three, was elected in Deirdre Wood. The ruling Con- 
the Borough of Greenwich with servative Party candidate won 
53 per cent of the poll, dealing a only 3,852 votes, 
major blow to leftist Labour, Her victory will strengthen the 
which held the seat by a slender tiny Alliance's hopes that it can 
majority in the 1983 general elec- hold the balance of power in 
tion. British politics by winning suffi- 

The unexpected result could deut seats in the next election to 
persuade Conservative Prime deny the main parties an overall 
Minister Margaret Thatcher, who majority in parliament 
is expected to announce a general Social Democratic leader 

election this year, to think a gain David Owen hailed the result as 
about the timing of a nationwide being “like a breath of fresh air 
poll. blowing through British politics." 

The by-election was caused by He said: “I am quite confident 
the death of the sitting Labour that we (the Alliance) are going 
member, giving the Alliance an to form part of the next govern- 
opportunity to woo middle-of- ment.” 

the-road voters disaffected by David Steel, the Liberal lead- 
Britam’s traditional left-ana er, described the triumph as a 
right-wing groups. ‘‘momentous victory" for the 

_Mr. Barnes, a member of the Alliance. 

Social Democratic wing of the By-elections often throw up 
partnership, won 18,287 votes, a distorted outcomes not repeated 
majority of 6.611 votes over her in national polls. But political 


analysts said the Greenwich re- 
sult Thursday provided no com- 
fort for either Conservatives or 
Labour. 

Anthony King, professor of 
government at Essex University, 
said: “This result is pretty awful 
for the Labour Party." • 

Many political analysts have 
predicted that Mrs. Thatcher 
might call an election in June, 
although she does not have to call 
one until next year at the end of 
her second five-year-term. 

Some supporters feel the 
Greenwich result should increase 
pressure on her to seek an early 
election lest the Alliance gains 
new momentum after its huge 
win. 

Others believe that the 
Alliance’s unexpected victory — 
especially when set against the 
ruling party’s dismal showing — 
casts doubt on the wisdom of an 
early poll. 

National opinion polls current- 
ly put the Conservatives, who 
have held power since 1979, just 
ahead of Labour with indications 
of a hung parliament. 


Mandela’s daughter freed after questioning 


JOHANNESBURG. South Afri- 
ca (AP) — Security police took 
the daughter of jailed black lead- 
er Nelson Mandela info custody 
briefly Friday, reportedly after 
finding a pistol in the Mandela 
home. 

Police said Zinzi Mandela, 26. 
was released after several hours 
of questioning. They declined to 
provide details about the inci- 
dent. 

Police officials said they had no 
information about reports from 
witnesses that several youths 
were taken into custody at the 
Mandela house Friday after a 
clash between rival groups. 
According to one Soweto resi- 
dent, there was shooting during 


the clash and one member of a 
soccer team sponsored by the 
Mandelas was injured. 

A friend of the Mandela family, 
who declined to be named, said 
police raided the Mandela’s home 
in Soweto about 8 a.m. (0600 
GMT) and took Zinzi to police 
headquarters in the black 
township outside Johannesburg. 

Another family friend said 
police told Winnie Mandela, Zin- 
a's mother, that they had come 
“abont the gun on top of Zinzi’s 
cupboard." Mrs. Mandela was 
surprised by the police statement, 
he said. 

Meanwhile the justice minister 
reported Thursday a total of 121 


Soviet pullout remains 
main issue in Afghan talks 


GENEVA (AP) — The timetable 
of a Soviet withdrawal from 
Afghanistan remains the _pivotal 
issue in United Nations-spon- 
sorcd peace talks to end the war, 
the Pakistan government said. 

The government said in a state- 
ment that it intends to stand firm 
on its demand that Soviet forces 
should be withdrawn from 
Afghanistan in a few months. 

While the talks continued, at 
least 35 people were killed and 
more than 200 others injured in 
the bombing of two Pakistani 
border villages Thursday by 
Afghan aircraft, government offi- 
cials said. 


Government officials at the 
scene said eight Afghan Air 
Force planes intruded 5 
kilometres into P akistani air 
space and struck the villages of 
Ghulam Mo hamma d and Saigai 
near the town of Miranshah, 304 
knisoiith west of Islamabad. 

The Afghan government claims 
rebels use the region as a staging 
area to launch raids against 
Afghan and Soviet troops. 

On the issue of a Soviet with- 
drawal from Afghanistan, the 
Foreign Ministry statement 
issued in Islamabad said ‘.‘three to 
four months" was a “reasonable 
and shoit timetable.” 


Afghan aircraft, government offi- four months" was a “reasons 
dais said. and short timetable." 

Norway’s foreign minister dies 


OSLO (R) — Norwegian Foreign 
Minister Knut Fiydenlund, a 
political veteran and passionate 
supporter of the European Com- 
munity (EC), died after suffering. 
a brain haemorrhage,' hospital 
offidals said. 

Mr. Frydenlund, 59 s collapsed 
Wednesday at Oslo airport on his 
return from a meeting of the 
Nordic Council in Helsinki. He 
failed to regain consdousness and 
died Thursday morning, his doc- 
tor, Professor Erik Enger, told 
reporters. 

Mr. Frydenlund was acting 
prime minister in the absence of 
Gro Harlem Brundtland, who 
was attending a conference in 
Tokyo. Mr. Brundtland im- 
mediately broke off her visit to 
Japan and was told of his death as 
she prepared to return to 
Norway. 


Known as “Norway’s most di- 
plomatic diplomat," Mr. Fryden- 
lund served the Foreign Ministry 
for 35 years from his first appoint- 
ment in 1952, and served as fore- 
ign minister for almost nine 
years. 

U.S. State Department issued 
a statement from Acting Secret- 
ary of State Whitehead condoling 
the government people of Nor- 
way and the family of Mr. 
Frydenlund. 

“We were saddened to learn of 
the death in Oslo this morning of 
Knut Frydenlund. Foreign Minis- 
ter Frydenlund was an old friend 
of the United States, and was well 
respected by all Americans who 
had the opportunity to meet and 
to work with him. All of us wall 
miss him very much,” Mr. White- 
head's statement said. 
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Opening lead: ? 

Even the strongest teams can m> 
lunger rake their opposition Tor 
granted. In the recent Vanderbilt 
Team Championship, played in 
Portland. Ore., five of the top Hi 
teams wen? eliminated fairly early 
in the competition And the team 
seeded ninth not only made it into 
the fmuls. but were leading after 
three quarters before succumbing 
to the third seed. 

A team including the two top 
Americans on the World Bridge 
Federation rankings, Bobby Wolff 
and Bob Hanunnn of Dallas, and 


four other players with many na- 
tional titles to their credit, fell to 
the 25th seed in the second round. 
Leading by 10 International Match 
Points with only 16 boards 10 play, 
their unheralded opponents went 
on to win by 36 IMPs. The opening 
lead on this board accounted for 1 1 
of those. 

The auction shown is that of 
llumman-Wulff. In their methods, 
the opening bid uf one no trump 
showed 13-17 points, the response 
of twu diamonds was forcing 
Stay man and the rebid of three no 
trump showed 13-14 poinLs and ei- 
ther 3-3-2-S or 33-3-4 
distribution. 

Since North had shown length in 
the majors and South had denied 
more than three diamonds. West 
knew that it was almost certain 
that his partner held four or more 
diamonds. Therefore, he led the 
see of diamonds and continued 
with the Jack, and the defenders 
tuok the first five tricks. (Slightly 
better would have been an opening 
lead «»r the Jack of diamonds, re- 
taining the ace as an entry in case it 
was needed. 1 

The auction m the other room 
was somewhat less revealing. West 
chose to lead the nine of hearts, 
and declarer took all 13 tricks 
when every suit broke favorably. 


people, six of them white, were 
hanged in South Africa in 1986. 

Kobie Coetsee, in a written 
reply to a question in parliament, 
said those banged also included 
89 blacks, one Indian and 25 
people of mixed race, one of 
them a woman. 

He said the Indian, 44 of the 
blacks, 14 of the people of mixed 
race and all six of the whites were 
hanged for violent crimes com- 
mitted against whites — who 
comprise about 15 per cent of 
South Africa's population. 

Crimes punishable by death in 
South Africa include murder, 
rape and robbery with aggravat- 
ing circumstances. 


to buy 3 
Boeing 
AWACS 
planes 

PARIS (AP) — France signed a 
S550 million contract with the 
U.S.-based Boeing Co. to buy 
three E3A AWACS early warn- 
ing radar aircraft, with an eight- 
month option to buy two more. 
Defence Minister Andre Giraud 
announced. 

He said the aircraft were vital 
to maintain France's independent 
defence system by detecting fast, 
low-level attacking aircraft, but 
could also operate jointly with 
similar British, NATO and U.S. 
Boeing AWACS. 

Mr. Giraud told a news confer- 
ence that Boeing had agreed to 
pruefaase French aircraft engines 
and defence-related aerospace 
equipment worth 130 per cent of 
the value of the contract in an 
“offset agreement.” 

The aircraft, of which the first 
two are to enter service at the end 
of 1990 or early 1991, also could 
provide cover for operations 
abroad, Mr. Giraud said. 

France bas been embarrassed 
recently by Libyan aircraft car- 
rying out minor hit-and-run raids 
in southern areas of Chad, inside , 
a dissuasive line held by French 
forces, whose ground radar 
apparently did not detect them. 
The Defence Ministry also deed 
forward cover of naval forces, 
■'mainly in the Mediterranean, as 
an AWACS role. 

The total cost to France for 
purchase and entry into operation 
of the aircraft would be 5.75 
billion francs (about $958 mil- 
lion). be said. The cost also will 
cover training, provision for up- 
dating the aircraft over the next 
four years of their production, 
and other unspedfied costs, be 
said. 


More Argentine officers 
held on rights charges 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — Seven 
Argentine navy officers were 
arrested after appearing in court 
on human rights charges, bring- 
ing to 13 the number of officers 
detained in the past 24 hours. 

All 13 are accused of commit- 
ting rights abuses at a. naval de- 
tention centre during the tenure 
of Argentina’s former military 
government, which held power 
from 1976 until* 1983. 

Those arrested Thursday in- 
cluded Lieutenant Alfredo Astiz, 
who was earlier implicated in the 
kidnapping of two French nuns 
and convicted of abducting Swed- 
ish- Argentine youth Dagznar 
Hagelin during the former milit- 
ary regime. 

Also arrested were two retired 
captains and four captains in ac- 
tive service. 

On Wednesday police arrested 
six retired navy admirals who 


foiled to show np in court for 
arraignment, and issued arrest 
warrants for two retired ca ptains 
who also foiled to appear. 

Thursday's closed-door hear- 
ings marked the first court action 
on human rights charges since a 
law took effect four days ago 
barring new indictments of milit- 
ary officers for rights abuses. 

More than 150 military officers 
are now awaiting trial on right 
charges following a flurry of in- 
{F aments in the final days before 
the law barring further indict- 
ments took effect. 

All the officers have been in- 
dicted for alleged atrocities at the 
Navy Mechanics Schools 
(ESMA), which acted as a clan- 
destine jail during the height of 
the militaiy’s “dirty war” against 
guerrilla violence in the late 
1970s. 


Filipino rebels willing 
to resume peace talks 


MANILA fR) — Communist re- 
bels said Friday they were wining 
to resume peace talks as guerril- 
las killed a police chief and stole 
100 firearms in a gunshop raid, 
government reports said. 

The police chief was one of 
eight people killed during the 
day, pushing the death ton to 116 
in rebel-related violence since a 
ceasefire ended three weeks ago. 

In Manila, chief government 
negotiator Teofisto Guingona 
said the door to renewed peace 
talks remained open and drat a 
team of Roman Catholic bishops 
helping in the peace effort was 
now negotiating for the surrender 
of at least 70 guerrillas. 

Elsewhere, Former Defence 
Minister Joan Ponce Enrile pre- 
dicted a “more intense'’ insurgen- 
cy war ahead and warned the 
government against any hasty re- 
vival of peace negotiations. 

Carolina Malay, spokeswoman 
for the Communist umbrella 
group National Democratic Front 
(NDF), said the rebels were will- 
ing to talk peace again. But they 
would not consider another truce 
in foe meantime, she said. 

“We felt that a temporary ceas- 
efire could only go so for and 
we're willing to talk without the 
ceasefire,” said Ms. Malay, who 
appeared in disguise at a secret 
meeting with Reuters. 

Ms. Malay, said the NDF had 


received an informal offer from 
(he government to revive foe 
negotiations but rejected it. She 
said she doubted foe seriousness 
of foe offer. 

The rebels pulled out of the 
peace talks a month ago, accusing 
the government of insincerity. A 
week later, a temporary 60-day 
truce ended and President Cora- 
zon Aquino gave foe army foe 
go-ahead for a renewed war. 

In new incidents, rebels raided 
a gunshop in nearby Pampanga 
province, shot dead two people 
— foe shopowner and, later, the 
town police chief whom they en- 
countered in their escape — and 
fled with 100 guns, foe Philippine 
News Agency reported. 
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*ey. »j last year on suspicion of engaging in immoral acts. 

S^iiippme Egyptian doctor wins bias suit 


Nationalist leader dies 

Philippine nationalist leader 
Jose Diokno died Friday after a 
two-year Alness, members of his 
famil y said. They told Reuters 
Mr. Diokno, 65, regarded as one 
of the country's foremost 
nationalists and a leading critic of 
foe 20 year rale of ousted Presi- 
dent Ferdinand Marcos, died at 
home daring foe night. 

A former senator and pre-Mar- 
cos justice minister, Mr. Diokno 
campaigned against the continua- 
tion of American military bases in 
the Philippines. 


Black intellectuals warned 
of white bias in West 


MIAMI (R) — Blade intellec- 
tuals were told that Western soci- 
ety is based on foe idea of white 
superiority. 

Some 1,500 people, many from 
French-speaking countries, are 
attending a conference here on 
due Negritude Movement, which 
celebrates black pride in African 
culture and heritage. 

“The whole philosophy of foe 
West is based (» the inferiority of 
non-Caucasian people,” said Rex 
Nettleford, 50, a Jamaican-born 
political scientist and literary 
critic. 

“And if you look carefully you 
will see that every effort is made 
to maintain foe Status quo.” 

The effects of this white atti- 
tude could be found not only in 
Western countries but sometimes 
even in Africa, Nettleford said. 

It was evident among blade 
intellectuals and artists, particu- 
larly in the United States, wbo 
wanted to be thought of merely as 
members of their professional or 
artistic group and eschewed being 
referred to as black, he said. 

“These things continue to pla- 


gue us,” he said, “in our fight 
a gains t foe continuing humilia- 
tion.” 

The conference honoured one 
of the founders of the Negritude 
Movement, Aime Cesaire, 73. 
Cesaire was joined in Miami by 
another founder, Leopold Sedar 
Denghor, 80, foe first president 
of SenegaL 

Although foe theme of the 
three-day meting b “Negritude, 
Ethnicity and Afro Cultures in 
the Americans," foe opening day 
was distinctly cosmopolitan and 
foe language of choice was 
French. 

The movement, more promin- 
ent in French-speaking countries, 
has been criticised for repesent- 
ing only intellectuals and being 
more rhetorical than aimed at 
positive achievements. 

Carlos Moore, a visiting pro- 
fessor at Florida International 
University, which is sponsoring 
foe event he organised, described 
the movement as a “current of 
thoughts,” and representative of 
all that African culture stood for. 


Swedes find more ‘bugs’ 
in Moscow embassy 


STOCKHOLM (R) — Swedish 
experts combing foe country's 
Moscow embassy after foe dis- 
covery of 30 listening devices last 
October have stumbled across 12 
more of the “bugs" a union 
representing staff embassies 
abroad said Friday. 

The Foreign Ministry con- 
firmed that experts were making 
an electronic sweep of the embas- 
sy building but dedined to com- 
ment on whether any farther bugs 
had been found. 

The report appeared in the 
Civil Servants' Union (TCO) 
magazine, which quoted well in- 


formed sources. A large number 
of the diplomats and clerical staff 
at the Moscow embassy are mem- 
bers of the TCO. 

The allegations are made at an 
embarrassing time for Sweden, 
winch protested to foe Soviet 
Union last year over foe incident. 
Moscow denied any responsibility 
for foe listening devices but 
Sweden rejected the Soviet dis- 
claimer. 

Swedish Deputy Foreign 
Minister Pierre Scbori is due in 
Moscow on March 5 and 6 to 
negotiate a visit to Stockholm by 
foe Soviet foreign minister. 


NATO approves Gen. Galvin 
as new allied commander 


BRUSSELS (R) — A U.S. four- 
star general who bas backed Pres- 
ident Reagan's policies in Latin 
America is taking over as 
NATO's commander of allied 
forces in Europe. 

A statement issued by the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion said Gen. John Galvin would 
succeed Gen. Bernard Rogers at 
foe end of June as foe supreme 
commander of allied forces in 
Europe. 

The appointment of Gen. Gal- 
vin, 57, chief of the U.S. South- 
ern Command in Panama, was 
formally approved Thursday by 
NATO's Defence Planning Com- 
mittee which earlder expressed 
“great regret’' at agreeing to Mr. 
Reagan’s request that Gen. Ro- 
gers be released from his duties at 
foe end of his present tenure. 

NATO diplomats have made it 
clear foat in spite of Gen. Rogers’ 
unpopular chiding of foe Euro- 
pean to spend more on defence' 
foe allies generally regarded as 
one of the most successful NATO 
supreme commanders in Europe. 


NATO sources said many 
Europeans supported foe wish of 
Gen. Rogers, 65, to stay on as 
Supreme Allied Commander 
Europe (Saceur) for a fifth two- 
year term from June but felt 
unable to oppose the White 
House. 

The U.S. president traditional- 
ly nominates the candidate for 
foe post. 

Gen. Rogers, wbo bad made -jt 
dear he was happy to continue in 
the job, said Thursday night he 
regarded Gen. Galvin as “a dedi- 
cated, qualified and professional 
soldier who will serve the affiance 
wefl." 

NATO diplomats said Gen. 
Galvin was clearly more attuned 
to the Reagan administration’s 
thinking than Gen. Rogers. 

There was also recognition that 
Gen. Galvin had excellent 
credentials for a job that, in an 
East-West crisis, would put him 
in command of most of the armies 
of Western Europe as well as foe 
350,000 U.S. troops stationed 
there. 


Checkland gets BBC top post 


LONDON (R) — The BBC en- 
ded speculation over who would 
take over foe top job in British 
broadcasting when it announced 
foat it had promoted Michael 
Checkland to foe post of director- 
general. 

Mr. Checkland, currently foe 
British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion's deputy director-general, 
beat five other candidates for the 
job which fell vacant last month 
when Alisdair Milne suddenly 
resigned after a showdown with 
foe board of governors. 

Mr. Checkland, a 50-year old 
accountant wbo joined foe state- 


chartered corporation in 1964, 
stepped in as acting head after 
Mr. Milne’s resignation. As de- 
puty to Mr. Milne, Mr. Check- 
land was in charge of the BBCs 
financial housekeeping, resources 
and administration. 

His shrewd manipulation of foe 
corporation’s purse strings 
earned him foe nickname “che- 
quebook Checkland.” 

In a short statement, foe gov- 
ernors said the derision to 
appoint Mr. Checkland had been 
unanimous. 

Mr. Checkland dedined to 
comment. 


Church of England opens 
way for women priests 


LONDON (R) — Women priests 
could be ordained in the Church of 
England within five years as a 
result of a vote paring foe way for 
legislation to end more than 400 
years of male domination of foe 
priesthood. 

The church’s ruling synod, an 
assembly of laity, clergy and 
bishops, voted by more than two 
to one Thursday in favour of a 
motion calling for draft legisla- 
tion to allow women to become 
priests despite threats' of a 
breakaway by traditionalists 


Women in foe church wbo have 
been campaigning for more than 
20 years for foe right to foe 
priesthood greeted foe vote as a 
landmark decision. 

They regarded it as a signifi- 
cant step towards dismantling 
male bastions and traditions of 
Britain. 

The spiritual leader of foe 
church. Archbishop of Canter- 
bury Robert Runrie, said there 
was still some way to go before 
women were ordained and 
allowed to conduct services. 


Thailand begins drive 
against drug warlord 


BANGKOK (R) — Thailand’s 
Prime Minister Prem Tinsuianon- 
da said Friday he had ordered a 
major military campaign against 
opium warlord Khun Sa, who 
heads foe most powerful Bur- 
mese rebel group operating on 
the Thai-Burmese border. 

Bangkok would cany out a 
sustained operation against Khun 
Sa’s Shan United Army (SUA) 
until foe group stopped traffick- 
ing in opium and heroin, Mr. 
Prem told a press conference. 

“Our goal is to deny Khun Sa 
his long-held reputation as foe 
kingpin of foe Golden Triangle," 
Mr. Prem said, using foe popular 
name for the opium-growing belt 
across Burma, Thailand and 
Laos. 

Khun Sa, 54, argues he is one 
of several ethnic minority leaders 
fighting for autonomy from Ran- 
goon but admits to profiting from 


foe opium grown in his native 
Sban state. 

He bas been operating near foe 
Thai border since he was forced 
out of Chiang Rai in northern 
Thailand in 1982. 

Thai Army Commander-in- 
chief General Chavalit Yong- 
chaiyudh later told reporters that 
Thai troops were despatched to 
foe border district of Mae Ai in 
Chiang Rai province earlier this 
week to keep SUA guerrillas out 
of Thailand. 

There have not been any 
dashes with the group so far but 
Thai soldiers evicted a number of 
Wah guerrillas, another minority 
group operating in the area, he 
said. 

Over 2,000 people have fled 
from Burmese border areas into 
Thailand to escape a sweep by 
Rangoon’s troops against rebel 
strongholds, police say. 


MIAMI (AP) — An Egyptian-born anesthesiologist who accused j 
Jewish staff members at a Miami beach hospital of fosciumnatuig 
against him won a $135,000 damage suit. Dr. Esmat Yakiama. 41, 
mad suit against Mount Sinai Medical Centre after he was forced 
to resign in 1981. The six-member jury unanimously found Dr. 
Yakiama was discharged “solely because of race or religion, ’ and 
awarded him $85,000 in compensatory damages. The panel also 
found foe hospital acted with “malice, wan tonne or oppression, ” 
and awarded $50,000 more in punitive damages. Dr. Yakiama 
was studying to be an anesthesiologist at the time. He has since 
completed his training at Brookdale Hospital in Brooklyn. New 
York. Dr. Yakiama. who said he is a member of the Coptic 
Church, said in his suit foat his resignation from Mt. Sinai was 
forced solely on racial grounds. Many of the hospital, doctors and 
staff members are Jewish and apparently objected to his 
nationality, said Dr. Yaklama's attorney. Vidal Velis. 

Priest suspended for dancing on TV 

ATHENS (R) — A Greek Orthodox priest has been suspended 
from his parish church in Athens after appearing on state 
television singing and dancing. Father George Katinas said be was 
fi ghting to modernise foe church’s attitudes and make them more 
relevant to people. “I will fight to my last breath for the ideals in 
which I believe. Modernisation, church justice, an end to 
obstacles put up by the church to people's problems," he added. 
Father George, from St. Catherine’s Church in foe Athens district 
of Plaka, said fas suspension followed an appearance on a popular 
television programme last Sunday in which be sang Greek songs. 

Couple abandon children, go to Greece 

FLENSBURG, West Germany (R) — A court jailed a West 
German and gave his wife a suspended prison sentence for 
abandoning six of their nine children, including a seriously ill 
baby, and going to foe Greek islands. The court in the northern 
town of Flensburg was told that Wolfgang Wendt, 47, and his wife 
Irmgaxd, 43, suddenly left home in March and went to Greece 
with three of foe children. The others, ranging from the 
11-monfo-old baby to an 11-year-old child, were left behind with 
some bread, milk powder and a few cans of food. It was five days 
later before foe older children, worried about foe baby's health, 
alerted neighbours. The parents were arrested by Greek police on 
the island of Crete a month after their flight and extradited to 
West Germany last September. The court jailed Wendt for 37 
months and gave his wife a two-year suspended term. They were 
charged with child abandonment. Under West German law. they 
were not required to enter pleas. All nine children are now being 
cared for in a state home. 

Shultz’ tiger tattoo remains mystery 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska (R) — U.S. Secretary of State George 
Shultz said foat whether he had a tiger tattooed on his backside 
was his last secret in the world and he was not going to reveal it. 
“I've been investigated by the FBI, foe IRS (Internal Revenue 
Service), numerous leak investigations, by foe Senate Intelligence 
Committee, foe Tower Commission, by everybody,” he told 
reporters on fas way to Asia. “I don't have a secret left in the 
world; Even my mail is opened. That’s the only thing I have left 
— what is on my rear end,” he said and closed his mouth around a 
loud chuckle. A London newspaper last month reported foat Mr. 
Shultz, an ex-marine, had-a tiger tattooed on his posterior. There 
remains no official confirmation of the report. 

Best-known gossipmonger buried 


LONDON (R) — With a rusting typewriter atop a coffin fall of 
champagne bottles, London's newspapers staged a funeral cor- 
tege to mark foe demise of an immortal name in the histoy of the 
“street of share." Fleet Street, the heart of British journalism for 
decades, was the scene of a mock funeral by gossip columnists 
after the Daily Express announced the death of its 54-year-old 
William Hickey Diary. The men and women who chart the rise 
and fall of figures in high society with rapier wit and an acid pen 
were mourning the end of foe Express column named after a 
prodigiously dissolute 18fo century rake. When it began in 1933, 
foe column was the first to turn social scandal-mongering into an 
art form. 

Platoon maintains box office lead 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — The Vietnam war drama Platoon 
continued to hold foe high ground in the battle for the box 
office, beating out a varied field of competitors by taking in $8.2 
million more in earnings last weekend. Director Oliver Stone’s 
grim war film, which has garnered eight Academy award 
nominations including Best Picture, reaped $65.9 million in its 
10 weeks in distribution. Meanwhile, Mannequin, a youth film 
about a store dummy who comes to life, jumped into the no. 2 
spot by taking in $5 million more in its second week. Shelley 
Long and Bette Midler's comedic sparring in Outrageous 
Fortune sold $4.6 million in tickets, placing foe Disney female 
buddy film third. Sylvester Stallone’s Over the Top hung onto 
fourth place, muscling $3.5 million in box office receipts. 
Australian Paul Hogan's Crocodile" Dundee nudged towards 
foe phenomenal $150-miffion mark by adding $2. 1 million more 
last weekend. The adventure film, which cost $8.5 million to 
make, has been in movie theatres 22 weeks. 

Reward offered for stolen parrot 

— A B ntish journalist Wednesday offered a 


nql , I l 1 . . -““‘a \AIU1UIUUU1C (1UIH 

*** kn( ”! ra l . radem — Coco, the parrot which 
Wlth l 7 1Itations of incoming shells. “That 
JSSZSrEL nJF* of warUrc “d I want it back," said 

S 6 ® reiease ” » should have been 

because foetammSw” 11 th ,!, Staff ins ^ ted that it should stay 
— an wou ^ not ** foe same without Coco 

ooSfcffiSrinm 2 >a S e f with ” He said 10,000 Lebanese 

fcp* to Soever returned the 
•of BeeftovenwS,’ co ^ 1 ®k° whistle foe opening bars 

The 1? 6 / 1 ”** an ? OT ' 



